A “Celebration” of 2/1

Battalion Dedicates Monument
To Its Vietnam War Marines and Sailors

Srary and photos by Nancy Lee White Hoffman
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Bialow left: Maj Phillip “Phil” Leslie, USMC [Rat), vice president of the ¥istnam Veterans of 24 Battalion, 15t Marines. and chalrman of the monument committes,
dddresses the crowd gathered for the ceremany, which museum oMficlals said had the largest sttendance to date for a monument dedication. Lese served in “Golf”
{0, 1963-59. Bahind him is Paul Mangan, the organtzation’s president, who served In “Foxtrat™ Co, 1965-66.

Balow right: Seated, from beft, are Renes Lugo, the daughter of Medal of Homar Marine LCpl Emilio De La Garza ir; Mrs. Disne Korris; Col Densld 1. Norris, USMC
{Ret): Col WAL “BHI" White, USME (Ret): Mrs, Arfens Duncan; and Col Bllly B Duncen, USMC [Ret). Norrls, White and Duncan were commanding officers of 271

i Bl

Loff: Three of the battallen's 14 C0s during the war
Inaily five are still living) attended the ceremony
3nif wnveiizad the monument. From left: Col Doneld
Harrla, USMC [Bet), Bepublic of Vietnam, Sept 13,
1570-March 7,1971; Cod Billy Duncan, USMC (Ret),
RN, Jan. 9, 1968-Aug. 9, 1968, partially ohstructed:
dnd Col BII'Whilte, USMC [Ref), BV, Aug. 9, 1963
Mgy 15, 1970,

Above: Yeterans of 21, along with thelr tamily and friends, make thelr way to the sie for the dedlcation
and hlessing of their menument.

Left: MGySgt John Rode, USME [Red); LtCol Sean Smiti and Maj Lassdabe “Dabe™ Willlams, USMC (Ret] lead
the procasséon to the monument site, Willlams, one of the mesument commitiee members, wes a corporal,

G311, In 1st Platoom, F/2,1 during 1569-70,
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Enjoyirg the frults of their lebor, monumest commitiee members pose with the Vietnam Veterans of 2d Battalion, 1st Marimes monusent. From ledt: LiGien Jack
Kllmp, USMC {Ret); Col Bl White, UISMC (Ret); Maj Phil Leslie, USMC [Ret), chairman; LtCol Clyde Woods, USMC (Ret); Cal Bruce Dllver, USMC (Ret); and
Dzl Williasss, USMC (Ret).

LtGen Elimp, who was g platoon ¢oin-
mander, company executive officer and
company commander of Co G, 271 during
the war, smd: “When I remember the very
voung men, many of whom are here loday,
and the days we spent ingether then, Lam
continalhy amared, for these were mosthy
recent civilians, barely out of high school.
citlled wp from the cities amd the farms to
do therr vear in hell and then return

“Tam constzntly reminded of the steadi-
ness with which these Marines and salors
shouldered their incredible responsihilitics
and of how accepting most of them were
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“Hotel" Co, 1968

n the face of continuous peril.”

Harvest Moon, New York, Troy, Cregon.
Jay, Hastings, Cannon, Coffee. Indepen-
denee, Lafayette, Stone, Medina, Crranite,
Pegasns, Scotland 1L, Napoleon Saline
Meade Biver, Pipestone Canron, Durham
Pesgk, Dhihnis Square and Scotch Ochard
in areas called Hue-Plu Bai, Dodge City,
[ Wang, Qreang Tri, Hai Lang Forest, Con
Theen, Khe Sanh, Can Ha, Go Mot Islund
and Marhle Mountamn

They were “battlc-wise and batile-
hardened 20-vear-obds weaching incxper-

LCpl Emillo A
e La Barza Ir.
“Eche™ Co, 1570

erced 19-yoar-olds the miricate lessonsy
of the unforgiving bamietield” suid LiGes
KElimp, also remembsering, ~The flawvies
skill of the young squad snd fire team
leaders as we moved through possthly
hostile villages and weed-choked trails in
the hlack of night—their willingness tons
their Lives lo save other Marines in peril. ..
.- “These men are vy heroes. They dad
pot just carry on the legacy of the Corps—
the legacy of Murines; they added 1o 1t and
passed it along to the current generation off
Linited States Marines. They are peerbess
examples of the courage of mind, hodyg
and spint resident in Marinos simee 17755

And, a5 Li(ien Klimp told the group,
“The war expcied a heavy prooe on the
batialion, Mamy rave much. Many gave
everything. Nearly 500 were kalled in action
or werg classitied as missing in action.”

Thres were awarded the Medal of TTonorn
all posthumously, and anather throe wers
awarded the Wavy Cross,

Time will not eruse what the battahon
sccomplished and sacrificed in that far-
away land more thun 30 vears ago, and this
monument will help serve as o rerminder

Thank vou, 21, fora job well done. A
belated welcome back to “the world i
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