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CHAPTER ONE

Early I nfluences
In The Beginning: Early Childhood and Social Class

My story begins on my " d94&in Brpeln elorths 6 couch,
Dakota. There | was born to Dorothy and Perlin Johnson. As mundane as the event

must have been to the rest of world, never having experienced the physical world

before, being born was obviously life changing for me. This event did ot g

unnoticed by our pastor who just coincidentally showed up the same day, praying

over me and wishing my parents wdlhat our minister just happened to show up

that day, thinking back on what normally is taken as a gesture of good will, | would

later find out was his jobUnbeknown to me at that time, my indoctrination into

Christianity had begun that very day and as this book will reveal, this

indoctrination was by design.

My grandparents on my motherds side wer
knewbe ause of a family entangl ement on Dad
resolved. It seems Dad never actually knew who his pawnaris,and | know so
little more now that | hardly feel qualified to address the issue. Anyone who might
knowDa d 6 s pareits basebeenunwilling to talk to this day. Rumors, of
course, hold many theories but all I know for sure is my lineage stops at my father.
Dadés birth certi f"i1822 tclaims he veas moah inSisbpnt e mber 1
North DakotaNo parents, unlik&dot her 6 s bi rt h d&sohavef i cat e, w
a certificate of Holy Baptism dated DecemberZ22whi ch ¢l ai ms Dadds m
was Martha Erickson. Why she should have a different last name than Dad is
unknown. The door to speculation opens wider.

My best ¢ usecledhalfsistd) bodh@ good decade and a half
before him, ended up carrying a child out oftheek. Prior to the current tren
where having a child out of wedlock is fashionable and &iemed asa source of
income; any child born out of wedlock at that time was a bastard, not a designation
most children or single mothers relished. Back in the twenties, child support was
nonexstentand the care for young, contestedhild usually fél on the immediate
parentsof the single mother. Being young, unmarried, and pregnant was seen as
disgracefuto the family. As such young pregnant ladies were often briskly shipped
off to an out dsight location to deliver their child. The child was then either given
away for adoption, stuck in an orphanage, or returned to the family, assuming the
family had the resources to care for the child. The child was thised by
grandparentandcalledt he gr andparent 6s son or daughter

(@)}

claim the child was a | ate sparkle in Dad?o:
most | i kel y TaakBowdyer i puse canjactuee..
Dadbés history i s men thonicringlicatidnehis t he soci

childhood had upon my family. Dad, having no father that claimed responsibility
for him, was not inline for any inheritance nor was his father around to support
either Dad or Dad 6Assuahdadwasforeectogsithool c al | y .
in the eighth grade to join the labor pool, working numerous low paying odd jobs
like gardening, mowing lawns, raking, rock picking, haying, or whatever else he
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couldfind in his early teens. In time, he would graduate to an unlicensed plumber,
well digger, painter, electrician, carpenter, and butcher. He, as an old cliché has it,
became a jack of all trades and a master of none. While he lacked any certificate to
qualify himself for any of these tasks, he remained in demand right up to his death
largely because he could do the same job as any professional but only received a
dime on the dollar. Often his reward was no more than a six pack of beer.

Later in life, Dad ended ups a laborer on the railroad, working in the
roundhousemaintaining and repairingteam enginesven that, being one of the
best paying jobs anywhere around for an unskilled laborer, did not provide the
income required to feed his family. Hence when Dab not working on the
railroad, he was subsidizing his railroad income with the handy work already
mentioned.

On the railroad Dad
worked evenings so when [
was home after school, hjs
was at work. Even if | waqué
at home while Dad was off{ 3
Dad was doing sontieing |8
else. | cannot remember
single event that Dad s
attended on my behalf in mje
school years, swimming
events, basebalfipotball, or R
school programs. As such,
grew up lacking a coach,
cheerleader, and mod

any influence in the [§
community like a business}
man or professional. The
titl e of a
carried in small town North
Dakota often exerted 3
disproportionate amount o
influence on what activities
any child got to participats
in during his school years
Who got b play first string
did not always depend on |
childds tale
In any event, Dad
and | can be seen in front d
what was our house thg
over the years Dad an >
Grandpa remodeleskeverakimes. The two tlmes | remember the most were when
the new addition as added to the front, replacing the porch pictured behind us. As
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it could be afforded, that tar siding on the older portion of the house was removed
and replace with wooden siding that made the house appear nearly new. The other
project was the garage whi Dad built from 26 interlocking boards torn out of
boxcars at the rail yard. For a couple of dollars, the-ISoe would sell their
employees outdated or wrecked boxcars for the wood. The buyer would have to
remove the wood himself. The steel remairattoad property. 28 interlocking

planks for siding and roofing material, to say the least, made a very sturdy garage.

In my early years, we never had modern conveniences such as indoor
plumbing. | remember Dad pulling me sitting in a wagoshmad, depending on the
season, to the railroad rounduse about a half mile awayhere Dad would fill
five-gallon containers with hot water
and pull them and me back home so
his family could enjoy a warm bath.

A bath, being one bath, best
describes it do. The whole family
shared the same bathwatAs for the
bathtub, pictured below isviom
giving my sister Missy a bath with
me, the foreman, looking on. Nice
bathtub woul dndét you say

With no running water, we
relied on an outdoor toilet not to
mention he outdoor solar clothes
drier, both of which are pictured
behind Mom and the tub. Unlike
television, having an outdoor John
was something of ma un-status
symbol. The fewer outdoor Johns in
the neighborhood, the higher on the
social ladder your neighborhdavas
perceived as being. Our lift tthe
bottom rung of the working middle
class, which included an indobathroom, cameomewhere in the lafédties.

So, what did my family history and economic status have to do with
Vietnam? Vietnam was very much a class war. If a child was raised living within
the class level | describe in my early childhood, that child was far more likely to
end up cannon fodder in Viegm than anyone coming from apperlevel social
class. One dividing point between those who found themselves cannon ifodder
Vietnam and those who did not was colleféhose better off could afford to send
their children to college, those childrenuéi often land a college deferment and
avoid the military altogethenf not, those children going from college to the
military were able to enter the military with a bargaining chip, a chip they could
play when military occupations and rank were handed Many former college
students ended up in officerbés training or
educatedor which often took them out df a r mad/ SAt the very least, the elite
were shoéns for military academies, graduating as line officergilots. Nepotism
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is common amongst the elite. Rarely were any of these options available to any of
a lower social class.

| must admit however this class barrier was not beyond breaching. Two
children from my neighborhood did exactly that. One was a ,FBud if |
remember correctlyand the other was Marshal Larson, an early childhood friend.
Both went from high school to military academies and neither had, that | can recall,
any highersocialclass status than I. What they did have tHatkedwas thewill
to do their very best academically at a young, agyealue driven into them by a
watchful parentl amtherefore unable to blame all the problems and failings that |
have occurred for myself over the years on class status alone. Some responsibility
for that failing ends right here.

Early Religion:
Confirmed Lutheran, early Beliefs, early Questions:

My religious upbringing was largely EuropeBnotestantyhich is to say, at the
time, |1 saw the world through Christian lenses provided me by my Caucasian
European ancestors. Public school often beganwifiss prayer, praising god for

al |l we had (or hadndét dependi nggasen an i ndi
the matter a secdrthought--- at least in our closed environment. We, iadgr

school , recited, never quest iumderigodg, t he Pl
as we were not aware, nor did it matter to@ightyearoldat t he dndeme, t hat i

godd was i nserted i mightybaeold@Hrigiahgkaowinglitttd 954 . To
more, the words were seen as always having been Mgarents never took the

effort to point out when those words were not included for it probably never

mattered tahem one way or the othdtven if any child had the thoughtfulness to

notice this seemingly incons andergodt i al chan
matter anyway given our belief that all people were under god? Well, that was the

way it all seemed themgway.

But as | cometo understand in my later years, those words did matter.
Unbeknown to me, ri gumndemgpdh ga< a@pi bal watl, aga
ungodlyatheissand Communi st sunderfoal ti nit ros & rhtei npg efd g e
important enough to change this bit of historic prose to wording less inclusive.

Atheists, often equated with Communists, were not welcome by our capitalistic

Christian dominated government for reasons which will become obviousrater

this writing. Fomow, | will only say, | had nedea,nor did | care at the age of eight

what those rightwing capitalundsrtged many have
thePledge. But that was theNow atsixty-five, having read the Bible three @®

cover to cover and by focusing on those verses repeatedly quoted by the religious

right, | believe | figured ibut. What capitalists and industrialist have to gain by

adopting the Bible will become the central theme of this writing.

Not having come tdhis enlightened point in life by the age of eight,
however, | attended Sunday school every Sunday at the First Lutheran Church. |
also attended Bible School at our public school every summer after the school year
let out.| was not only baptized Lutherdut confirmed a Lutheran, an oath that
later in life | would renege on.



| did not give thematter any thought then as Confirmation was just
something every kid | knewttended Not everyone attended my Lutheran Bible
School,but they attended one or ahet Bible school just the same. As far as | was

concerned Bible school was for l earning
Met hodi st s, for exampl e, had their own Bib
Bi ble School read the sdamée sho@ak3-6eDildmdéta swe

unless of course, they were Catholic. If they were Catholic, | had no idea wthat tha
meantexceptwhat Mom told me which was very littldll | really knew was under
no circumstance wassupposed tonarry one.

Being Christian in the fifties, at least around Enderlin, lacked much of what
many Christians today claim being a Christian requires. | did not require being
fiBorn Agaio  ®Slainifithe Spirid t o be consi dered a Chri st
believethat Biblical stories such as Adam and Eve or Jonah and the Wieaée
actual history. Either | missed sostteng or the church which | attended was far
more liberal in their interpretatis of the Bible than more fundamental and
Evangelical sects are today. Even if these fables were mostly taug§bnhday and
Bible School as history, most the higher ups in my church held the opinion that
these tales were worth more for their moral vahan actual historyBut what or
whose moral values? ] m"xmmumm
Even as a child it did s
not take too long to B
conclude that the mora F su
of any of these storieg
was dependent on wh
was asked. My
minister, my mother, —
my Sunday school ¥
teacher, and B|bIe b - . ' .
school teacher all”‘ ' ‘ a4 3 l ,
seemed to '
different versions of ; W l el ‘l ‘ ?J‘\w
what these so-called : - e
Morals were teaching. [ '
did pick up on that very early and as such my attention during Sunday school was
oftenmore on other distractionlike girls, rathetthan Bible studies.

Whether or not | believed these fables was largely unimpdrtameverfor
| fairly well bought into everything else Christiar and | am only beginningp
find out exactly what that means. For example: | believed our leaders ceuld b
trusted to do the right thing. | believed in a just god, that the Mounties always got
their man, and Perry Mason (the legal system) always protected the innocent. The
bad guys always got what was coming to them. In those days, my thoughts were,
lawyers @red more about guilt and innocents than mceeyalf the time legal
servicesviewedon TV were offered freé or at least money was never discussed
How times have changed.

| believed in an unseen hand that guided the world. | believed one should
love hs neighbor as himself. | believed that it was more blessed to give than

.‘\‘
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receive. | believed that the world was how the world was because god wanted it

thatway. Godds Wi | | shall be done even i f the \
godds wildgs awi llleaassst Ilgounder st ood it.
I believed the world and its resources

enjoyment. | believed hard work would be rewardedthe cream always rose to
the top. | believed our leaders were ordained byagatin power because dieir
godordainedntelligence. | believed our leaders would do the right thing; whatever
that wasBut if | was unsure what the right thing was, how could | judge whether
they did the right thing or not® all somehow made sense even if no sense could
be made from it.Even if obvious contradictions were pointed in the Bible, | had
the perfect response. | figured if gbdd the intelligence toould create the world
and universe, he could certainly write a book | could not understand.

Of course, it never occurred to me then that if I could not undersand
Bible that probably no one else could either. Over the years | have come to learn
that people are much closer in intelligence than most the elite would litee us
believe. They likeo think of themselves as superior somehow and most people
like | did, swallowedit. But as | shall point out, this is taught probably more
indirectly than directly Afteral,Lf or anyone to stand before uc
better t ha mpulsg mastpeopl®so these thiregsraeersaidoutright.
They are fed to us piece by piece which when linked together can only result in one
conclusion, tk conclusion which the hand thaads us wants us to believe.

But problems did exist for me witleligion even at an early age. For
example, how could perfect god create such an imperfect world? | wrestled with
that. Perhaps the world wpserfect,and these imperfect eyes could not see it. But,

if the world was good i resisgwhylvieee alethese as god
mini sters, godoés voice heriathoworldeMoy t h, scr ec:
would a loving god allow sufferingggh en |1 6d ask tdngverg questi or
usually received wagaswarlkswmaysteriogsavay®t hi ng | i ke

AOh, 0 was my us ua The pesterpof goc, éodthen,e s ponse.
remained safe.
And | had anotheproblem. Science was seriously calling into question
many religious viewsrad stories from the Bible. Not only was science challenging
religious theoriedkee ar t hés position in the universe
from other forms of lifebut sciencewas alsoe pl aci ng god&és i mportan
like healingturning peofe away from long held traditional religious views. For
example: consider the supernatural origin and cure of disease. Advances in
medicine were being accepted more and more by a public who witnessed the
miracles of modern medicine, vaccines warding offedses such asnallpox
rabies, and polio; antibiotics curing what before were deadly plagues, iron lungs
keeping polio victims alive, and surgeries that saved people from abnormalities that
not too long ago were fatal suchasupturedappendicitis or &#roken femur.
Until modern medicine was proven effective to the general population,
many religious institutions aGddotsheol ogi
punishment for sin Yaccines were at one time denouncedflggng in the face of
Providencé' and 'endeavoringo baffle a Divine judgmerit®! Disease after all
was,
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fia judgment of God on the sins of the people,” and that "to avert it
is but to provoke him more"; that inoculation is "an encroachment
on the prerogatives of Jehovahhesge right it is to wound and
smite” 902

Such interpretations of th@m&andl| e
let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten,

wer e

and hewillbindusupd To battlerehese Wwasetsebatthle

Will.
Side Note:

Today is October 2¢, 2021 about two decades after | wrote what lies above.
COVID is upon us, and it is interesting to find that Evangelicals are a large
part of the antivaccine movement

AiTherebds sever al di fferent religious beliefs

evangelicals, especially the belief in inerrancy of scripture, which is the belief

t hat the bible is the |iteral word of God, ©

a general kind of theological belief in the sovereignty of God, that He is the
one who knows bestSo,i f you get si ck, itds because

In addition to spreading anti-vaccine ideology in America, this belief
in the supreme authority of God has also affected vaccine efforts abroad. For
example,a hospital in Uganda recently received 5,000 doses of a vacgihet
was only able to administer abat 400 doses because of vaccine hesitancy
among a heavily eangelical population.

iAccording to evangelical groups i

n
the vaccine is like saying 6I donot have

you
God and t hoatt lyiowibnrge an holy | ife, so God isnoé6t

Cam

do

ot her pe
faith

challenging their faith in that way, o0 Campbell

why the vacche debate is not about personal health, but about freedom, since
it questions their religious identity and their right to practice it in a certain
way. 0

Why Evangelicals are Encouraging the Antfaccination MovementVay 4,
2021

| feel safe in saying that given the success of many medical advances, the
churches of the lat@9" Century were forced to make a few controversial and
embarrassing choices. Either go with and accept many modern medical advances
and change their rhetorabout science, medical science for sure, or lose much of

their congregations. Godbés word needed

with the science of public health care. Many churches were sent scrambling 180
degrees, therefore, to make modern advamtenedicine seem more in line with

goddos I Wi short or der, flyingeirdthedacenoeprowdemoé f r om

t o evi de stermer mdrcy gnd tbve. Had religion not taken this route,
religion, along with god, would have likely died a ceptlnefore the present.
Religion, althougtstll clinging on, was on the brink of falling into an abyss.

And science was not Philesbpheysisachsdarl o n |
Marx could be heard shouting in the wilderness, growing strongir ewery
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https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/05/us/covid-vaccine-evangelicals.html

listener. Something was radically wrong with the idea that a few people should live
the lives of nobility while thosewho labored had to endure squalor and
homelessness anekereoften reduced to begging for meals.

THE WHITE SLAVE
By Joe Hill

One litle girl, fair as a pearl,
Worked every day in a laundry;
All that she made, for food she paid,
So she slept on a park bench so soufigly

Something was wrong whenost ofthe people had to suffer for the comfort of a
small elite few. Workers were dyindaily due to poor and unsafe working
conditions. Is this what god wanted for his people? Already weakened and
staggered by science, religion had to rise to those queat&wifit was to endure.

And so it did.

Fundamentalism, conservativeawilling to change, was falling by the
wayside while more mainstream churches veeeating what became known as the
fiSocial Gospeb The Social Gospel, as shall be shown, was an interpretation of the
Bible that enraged theofitical right to the point that they often referred to the
Social Gospel as communism. Tpelitical right claimedthe Social Gospel was
attemptingto createa heaven on earth, to rid children of disease, to redistribute
wealthin an effort ofcreating b#er living conditions for the majority rather than
just a few sociatlites My church, the First Lutheran, was one in the forefront of

this thinking, p r e a\Me haie mlgin this wertidogetheb Gosp el |

mentality. Be careful how we treat oths for someday the power may be on the
other foot. iRemember 6 we wer e thefirst now willlater edast A
(Matthew 20:16). 0

| was raised to believe in sociefuality,and I still cling to these beliefs
today--- although | have lost faith in god. One does not need a god to feel empathy
for his fellow human beings. No one, | believe, should have to live without health
care. A safety net is needed to catch those failitmypoverty and a systeneeds
to be in placeo pull those in poverty out. Why wait for heaven to be fed asked Joe
Hi | | i n TheiPeachenandtheSlage? Why not be comfortable and
healthy now?My church supported labor unions as many ofasgregatiorwere
union men Many olcerrailroad men remembered the days when brakemen injured
on the job were simply thrown from the traor that was the story they often told

Race:
Racist? Who me?

My parents were 100% unapologetic racists. fhem i Blacks were all
ANI GGERSO and should be sent ydaayakd t o
low achieversBlacks were a drain aociety Blacks were a threat to the American
Dream, to be exaet- a real danger, the enemy. imy parentshe Amercan Dream
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was only meant for Whites. One Black in towauldt hr eat en everyoneds p
valuee. For my parent s, race was an AUs or Then
choices. Either White America had to keep Blacks in their place (on the bottom) or

riskhaving Blacks in their faces giving orde

parents believedwereh i t e @sl i t i Bvergohekpewb my dad woul d s a
t h 8lacksieverywhere would like iiyD a gob asmy D a dob gays far more

than anything Niggers were accustomed figgers would not know how to deal

with all that money

| remember one time Dad came home with the rumor that some Black was
beingt ransferred to the roOAfterddfaubkef a8s Da@dibok,
Dad was ready to quithat day Dad would say that he would stand in an
unemployment line before taking orders frésome dammigger. 6 Whi | e t o st at
this race hatred of my parents tends to contradict my statement that | was raised to
believe in equality, myparents were not the only in#nce in my life.

As a child, | was not sure how my parent
it) racist sentiments never rubbed off on
number of prejudices to deaith but unlike my folks, | never recall thinking of
race i n Ther®r Meo dit fHever could understand my
racei thenatleastbut t hat was befOnthelapsef&ddeng t he bc
and vi ewi nBgirthtofadatiomdoby D.&V. Griffit h  tOhthetLap$ of
God® kept referring to. Viewing those two t
the first time. Now | believé understand.

Prior to my being bornJesse Owensecame the pride of America in 1936
at Summer Olgnpics in Berlin. Owens took home four gold medals, the 100 meter
race, the 200 meter race, the 400 meter relay, and the long jump. During those
Olympic Games, Owens went from just another Nigger to a national hero honored
in New York by a ticker tape paradan haor normally only reserved for elites like
conquering generalsBack in Americahowever after having servedis purpose

forAmeri can propaganda, Owens was stil]l a n

elevator to his own celebration at the Waldastoria®“Beingblack, he could not

ride the hotel ds elevator. That el evator
While white America may have rather had a White American beat the

Germanbs master race in the 1936 Ol ympics,

enough for many. Beating Fascismds master r

Americas who viewed themselvas superior to Blacks- but over time, slowly,
it was the Blacks who had the last laugh however small the snicker. To many more
liberal Americas it began to appear that one could be an American and Black.
Furthermore© w e n geidosmance provided any whisupremacist with a mental
c h al | How goald any substandard inferior take four gohddalsagainst a
superior white raced Owens di d not only beat Hi tl er
Owens, a Bl ack, beat tirhdeingwahippedidtesthef ast est W
myth of White Superiority, a fact that did not go unnoticed by many of my baby
boomer generatigmyself included

By the time | was well on my way to becoming a young man, Black names,
slowly but surely witheverincreasing intensity, were becorg household names;
Jackie Robinson, Hank Aaron, Louie Armstrong, Sammy Davis Jr. Many of my
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rock and roll heroes were Black, Chubby Checkers, Chuck Berry, Fats Domino,
Ray Charles, Little Richard, ThNeggePl atters,
Musio as my f at her c alEnbughdof those crodnerswferank e d mor e

Sinatra, Dean Martin), oompaha h , Glen Miller big band, an
accordion noi se. Let 6 s AR olgktheditilelGirlRol | 6 and
Dance(A favorite song title of mingd s o be it

The evening news was reporting on racial violence in the South eearly
day. | could not help feelingympathy for children in particular noatter what
color they were, being murdered in their own churchebdmbs planted by hate
groups such as the Ku Klux Khan. Watching from the sidelines (North Dakota)
could not help but feel empathy for groups of Blacks being blown down by water
cannons, police and National Guard mobbing Black people for doing nothirgg mo
than wanting into a school or walking down the street. This was after all America,
the melting pot. Whoever said that all that melted in America had to be White? |
beli eved what was preached to me, that in
ldd not |l inger on the AbMenogiansalati nttheen tt ioni
those words came intioeing slavery existed-- when slaves were thought of as
property (livestock if you will). Slaves were not includedin@®® nsti tuti onos
meaning oMenb hElh éevibk Boyfwda sl imi ssed this duri ngq
when Bl acks would parade ladrnmo uadddViawn t h si gn:
mentiontheir singng about being oneas inBi g Bi | | VWhendo hGety 6 s i
To Be Called a Mard The significance ofhis escaped me never having lived in
an environment where such simple tenvese twisted talefinea per sondés soci a
status.
My responsdo all this manstuffvas s ome enl i ghSoening phr
Whyd cour se Yylomeénrhew revolutiomary was thatAWhile | did
not consider myself a racist, | obviously lacked knowledfywhat a racist was
What | thought before was a ridiculous statement makesawdeel --- well ---
ridiculous.
History class, unfortunatelyJvaays attempted to avoid controveragpd
for that matter unfortunately still doeNever discusseith history classvas what
t h e pAHl mesdeneaftto our founding fatherslf Blacks were to be viewed as
me n, Al Mendwoudidhaveappi ed t o t hem which obviously
too many educational entities avoid theialportant discussionf whata given
word orphrasamight mean to different peopéad how it can be used to manigte!
people
Redefining words to mean differetitings to different peopléor political
gainor misrepresentatios an artftundamentally lacking in our school system. For
exampl e, when RonalAmnerRan®eop@a isfp eyadkus aorfe trheet
his side or belong to his social cladg elevatedupper status quany hope is you
do not feel likeyou were includedh his use ophraseithe American People o
Anyway, overtime, original meanings often are changed. In my lefato
the average studerfiAll merd came to meanllamen, Blacks included Unlike
A me r ipasgBiasks became citizersdwereno longer thought of as property
by those | associated withirhey were humans, with rights. In myt  mA&ll meni
were created equal Alfb was not Whibel dAliw evdh sbyf ofi | owed by
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wo r Memdii wh itchhe itnwe nt idefinihon af @Merd inadlugied adult

Blacks. There will be more on this in theocomingd i scussi on of whatds I
| did wrestle withprejudice however. Small in comparison to my ancestry,

| feel it safe tosay that in terms of race, | was the product of the propaganda to

which | was subjectedForexamplec o n s i d e r Gore with the Windeo fil

recall the language of Blacks on that film.

Prissy: Mammy, here's Miss Scarlet's vittles.

Scarlett: You can take it all back to the kitchen; | won't
eat a bite.

Mammy: Yes'm you is, you's gonna eat every mouthful
of this.

Scarlett: No... I'm... NO¥®°

Prissy was played by Buttery McQueen, a fearful pathetic little Black
woman that knew rthing about birthing when it mattered. Mammy, Hattie
McDaniel, waoverweightand dressed like Aunt Jemima from the Uncle Mose salt
and pepper shaket¥ Blackswere always bastardizing the English language with
sl ur syelsiétmeBliacks were al most exclusively ¢
run whenever danger approached, the whites of their eyes bulging out of their
sockets. They were always cast in servicsitpms, elevator operators, butlers,
waiters and waitresses, janitors, and maids. But a threat? Blacks may have lacked
in intelligence and ambition, an attitude I likely picked up off the silver screen, but
they always were faithful and polite; fexampé, B u ¢ k wh e aThe Littteo m
Rascal® or Jack Bennybés Rochester. Thinking b
silver screen or television, as prejudicial as | may have seemed lifetinye | do
not recall anywhere where Blacks, as a group, were portayedthreat to my
wellbeing

Casting Blacks in the faithful and polite category had not always been the
case,however.To my grandparents and parents, Blacks were oversexed, raping
white women whenever aspportunity arose, out to take odthi t es 6 | ob s, an
cease political power by any means possible. Their prejudicial views came from
movies such Bathoffb Naiond 94y 6 B. A W. Griffith whi
Wh i t a k e rinvited alh of Amsericé to join a lynch moB®’

fiBirth of a Nationo t ook i ts hi Jhe€langmafdor avini Bihx on 6 s
told of life in the South before and after the Civil War. After the Civil War, Southern
Whi t es, aBirthofadationowegeuin der si ege &Eeed ack by B
My people fill thestreets. With them | will build a Black Empire and you as a Queen
shallsitbymyside t he power f ul attemptinggafarceEl$eid as Lynch
white womanof course to marry him decre€$®The longest cinema feature ever
produced during the sitet mo v iBigh oéa Nationoii t ol d of ar med BI
rebelling against whites and imposing themselves forcibly on white women. One
woman, pursued alone through the woods, was forced to jump to her death to escape
the clutches of a Black. In the end, undiege, outgunneadnd desperate, hapless
Whi t eds wali thgronetotheethan the KuKlcxukéan witlesusin a
final scene, appearing as a hologram blessing those robed wéttiors.
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fBirth of a

some KKK propaganda
film limited to KKK
me mb e Bigh_of A
Nationdo was the sil
movi e Gomeaviths
the Wind Wh e n t
movie first showed in
Grand Forks, North
Dakota, an old gentle
7 men informed me that a
e sl special train ran from
Suggestive Ending From Birth Of A Nation Grafton to Grand Forks
to male sure anyone who
wished to see this film could. The movie was at the time (and for that matter still
is) considered aasterpiece Biiih of a Nationo | i es wi t hin Public
may be viewed atvww.archive.org.
According to Robert Whitaker, the filiBirth of a Nation0o o pened t he
door to the unpunished genocidal slaughter of Africa Amerithatfollowed
These murders included such medieatabcitiesas publicly burning people at the
stake a fate reservedor Negroesin the lateNineteenthand early Twentieth
Centuries Robert Whitaker reminds America of its own not too distant dark past
listing severapublic burnings in whicMTHOUSANDSof Whites gathered to watch
Blacks publicly roasted alivé'® in the same manner as witchesl astientists,
skeptical of religion, were during the Middle Agés.both caseghese burnings
were carried ouby Christians®!
At the same time the Ku Klux Klan was not simply limited to a few radicals
from the South. Active chapters existed in Northern States also. For example,
Paynesville Minnesota; a stop on the railroad that my grandfather, uncle, and dad
all worked for, had @& active KKK

hi s

group. According to literature located i
the Museum in Paynesville, cros
burnings were a common around the tu ST
of the Twentieth Century on the hil oS LS
south of town at what is now the go _\P\_f,‘»;‘ o L IR =
course. N R A N T
N r A N R
. S Ve o TS
Side Note: '; ’31} ; ‘\‘) S 1: ‘3
Listed in the Enderlin Diamond = ': Ad s ey 5] &S
Jubilee book (18911966) is this note = ek € PO
at the bottom of page 27 and -:“-._“t( 1 a\‘,."': \‘} \
continued page 28: < O S ',',\\_\“ o
3 s s
fi Tie Roaring Twenties were marked “tesaranii
on a smaller scale, by the same ab
surdities that illuminated the national
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scene é the shonrt eskiibtobawdthe Charleston, the
bell bottomed pants, the miniature golf craze and the resurgence of the Ku
Klux Klan.
Enderlin had its own local Klan, the motivation apparently being a
fear that the Pope was about to take over the country. Like most such
anonymous groups, they also felt competent to guard the community morals
as well, and one or two crosses were burnedtowarnlocalgie r s t o repent . 0o

Why this is important is Paynesville, asprior ly noted, was just down the
tracks. As such it is fair to assume, given the racism exhibited by the Klan
(past and present) thatany Black who may have wondered into town was
dealt with harshly and any Black with ambitions of working for the railroad,
the areabts |l argest employer, was only a pipe dr

To think my grandfather may have belonged to the KKK--- | have
no way of confirming that at this date; however, fair to say, a member or not
his view of Blacks and Catholicswere likely swayed by the Klan which he
likely passed along to hisoffspring, namely mother. It might also help
explain why my parents held such an animosity for Catholigsnot to mention
Blacks. Forgive me grandfather if this is not true but it is difficult not to
speculate that this earlybastion of hate did not influence the views of those
alive then or their children to come.

Commercialism:
Advertising and its Effect:

Alongsidereligion, another form of propaganda, advertising, was targeting my
generation We were literally immersed icommercialism Advertisements and
enticements were everywhere, on radio, television, billboards, baseball outfield
fences, painted on buildings and graievaltors, race cars, windows, or anywhere

a bare spot existed. Humphrey Bogart always had a cigarette in his mouth.
Cigarettes added to coolness. The Marlboro man was free, independent, and

mascul i ne. Before | coul d EvergGoodeBoyt he musi c
DoesFine 6 | coul d H&Ma-Tme & ducky®tikdvtednsFine
Tobaccoo Fr ost ed GREAIK easn dw eWdieedadit ih Breakfasiof
Champions bong beforeldr ank a beer, I knew that Hammo:

land ofsky-bluewat er s thenbder wfeeshimi and Schl itz was wha
Milwaukee famous.

Commercialism crept in completely unquestioned addingwer ceasing
aspiration for more and more. It g&d with childhood things; toys, erector sets and
Lincoln Logs, Monopoly games; Hershey kissesand @oal a, Campbel | 6s sc
and Frosted Flakes; and graduated to more adolescent desires such as the current
dress styles, pop music, the right deodoradtamogne, the hatst car, and on and
on.

I, like anyone else, simply took all those commercials for granted.
Somehow, we reasoned, we were entitled to all these things. No one gave any
thought at all to what affect all these advertisements had on loessvalo one gave
any thought to whom these advertisements were directed or who the benefactors
were or what those benefactors had to gain by throwing their propaganda out there.

| never really gave any real serious thought to advertising until its megati
effects began affecting npocketbooKater in life. My teenagers were demanding
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Guess Jeans, blue jeans not much different than the jeans | bought for seventeen
dol I ars other than t heMyfamilyeahafforttapay pr oudl vy
= sixty dollars for aseventeemollar
| pair of ean® whet her their f a
could or not.

Then one day | found | had
becomethe ogre for not stopping at
McDonalds or not buying some
sugared cereal with a superhero on the
box. Not a day goeby without the
medi ads mention of the e
obesity in Americads yo
and children. Is there any doubt what
is causing thisproblem? Human
genes have not changed that much in
the last couple decades. What has
changed, commercials are now
targeting youth more than they ever
did in the past. If it were up to my
children, all we would eat would be
pizza, French fries, tacos, anérhburgers, sugaiortified cereal, and grease
soaked, salt smothered potato chips. Weod
free plastic likeness of Buzz Light Year, has Aliens hanging from the walls and
ceiling, or childhood playgrounds. Of courgegeach handhere would be a quart
sized sugared drink of empty calories fortified with who knows what to replace all
the perspiration lost by fingering the controls of a video game.

My message here: Advertising works. Propagapédsicularly advertisig
in a political and religious realmvill become an important theme of this writing.
A recent movieclaims, filf you build it, they willcom& and sure enough a
stadiums and tents went up, they were filled. This writing will document
Evangelical and~undamental churches going up all over the nation. And the
guestion that wild!/ need t o Whyeo aWhkedamead a
building these churches, for what reason, and iwhioe chief beneficiary?

Navy Davy

Navy Davy:
Proud of my new NavyUniform at the Age of Four:

My military indoctrinationbe gan at a very early age. Mo mo
family | ong before | had even been though
served in the Navy during WWII. | remember being told how Kenny lefeBimd
this little whippy kid to return this rough and tough man all due to his military
experence. No one messed with Kenny.

My Aunt Dorisdé husband, Dan, made the N
sons and nephews to carry on their Navy tradition aondubg h t home <childre

Navy hats and clothing to help make that a reality. | was proud of my Navy uniform
by the age of four.
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|l really do not know exactly what effec-
the Navy but I owi || say this; nearly all t
son, Dorisbébs son, Danbés nephews all ended
pressure that m@d me to the Navy for after high schaeshearly every one of my
best friends joined the Marines. James Clark, Barry Schonteich, Mike and Jim Flatt
(the sons of a Marine Officer), Gary Sperstad, and Bill Jorgenson (the young
brother of two Marines) all joed the Marines and encouraged me to do the same.
Despite their encouragement and pressufein the Marinesin my subconscious

was this recording from t he JpatsetNavy,pl ayi ng ¢
son. At | east atlhave awaembed twdeeptinhaad adafy y ou 0
over your head OAs I shall discuss later, early indoctrination is an important force

in forming a personds beliefs kelefd his | ife

behaviors, and life choices usually lagt & r s 0 n 6 sWelwill feturn to rinés .
later.
And then there was Dad. As a child sliding down a slide in grade school,
Dad ran a metadbject into his abdomen and ended up with what he was told was
TB of bowel. As such, comime to sign up to fightite war to liberate the world,
Dad did not pass the physical. Instead, he ended up at a ConservationT@erps (
CCoH)sCamp in Montana as a medic. | never knew Dad was a medic until a few
years bef dheevorld istrulyiseatl. 1A t hougdetdupgsa en | en
medic in Vietnam.
Anyway, being a noiveteran, Dad could not belong to groups such as the
VFW which next to churches was the largest social activity around my small town.
Called a draft dodger once, Dad openly cried which was the only tirer kaw
him cry. He looked at me with his eyes swelling up from tears and told me that
when it comes my turn to serve my country,
the military the rest of my life.
Hollywood also did its part to reinforce and gfgrthe military.fiTo Hell
and Back oMidivay,0 Thie Guns or Naveron® Sérgeant York oRerfiember
the Alamg OrhefBridge on the River Kwia orhefFighting Seabees Superman
was f i g Hrwth,ngsticd, and théi American Wayg Audi e Mur phy was
household nameComic book heroes like Sergeant Rock and Ch&Cigar
defended America from Japanbés advance. And
fighters, SpidermanThe Green Lantern, the Fantastic Four, Captain America, and
the American League defeind the free world from unscrupulous madmen bent on
world domination. Amazingly figures like théart stocky baldheaded Lex Lutho
Supermands archenemy, amazingly just happe
we were constantly reminded was oubtoy us | had made that connection early
in life as | remember asking Dad once if Superman could do all the things television
and comic books c¢l ai med he could do, why w
send him to Russia and clean up all that evil in thedv@hat of course is laughable
now --- but | was serious then.
And who from my generation had not seen hundreds of reruns of the
bombing of Pearl Harbothe Holocaustor had not watched what Turner Classic
Mo v i es n o wOne BdeleMondersplayadsat tliie theater prior to the main
feature or for inter missSemimelsinth@Artas i oti c fi
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Stressed during this film clip was at any moment Amer@ad itselfcomeunder
attack, or worse a bomb could just drop out of the sk
| remember one of mgextdoorneighbors, a just turned teage kid only
a year oleérthan myself, claiming he was a member of civil air patrol and his duty
was to report any objects he saw flymgerheado his commander. And who could
not recite JK 6 s  wAsk doswhdit your country can do for you. Ask what you
can do for your country® Contrary to the publicized
sentiment of the sixties arsventies, heroism and devotion to duty was being
marketed to my baby boomer geaiton on a grand scale

Fighting soldiers from the sky
Fearless men who jump and die
Men who mean just what they say
The brave men of the Green Beret

Silver wings upon their chest
These are men, America's bes
Sgt Barry Sadler
The Ballad of theGreen Berets

Violence as seehyet hrough a Chi l

The children in my neighborhood were for the most part two to three years my
senior. That meant if | wanted to play with them, | had to be able to compete on
their level. | had to run as fast, catch as well, and in softball, at least, be able to hit
as wel and as hard as they could. If | could not do these things, | would not get to
play. So | played as hard as | could and as it turned out | was able to perform near
enough their level even if two years their junior. In terms of getting to play in my
neightorhood, my performing above what would be considered my age level was
a good thing. In terms of playing with those of my own age level at school however
my attempting to be two to three years advanced in the sport was often seen as
egotistical andself-sewing. I, not surprisingly, never saw this at the timenin
mind, to play, | had to put all | could into every play.

What | could not compete with however was size. When it came to settling
an argument with my neighbors over important childhood isskesvas | safe on
first base, | nearly always lost. The referee was always on their side since the referee
just happened to be half again my size and doubled as the first baseman. Should |
protest a call, either | came to see it their way or | went hontfeanéwollen eye
unable to see anything. While | may have been able to hit a ball and run well enough
to stay in the game, the twenty pounds these guys had on me was next to impossible
to overcome. Right or wrong, true or false, mattered little to notfihg.biggest
guy usually got his way. | came to see violence therefore as having the ability to
nullify facts. Violence, | learned at an early age, did not prove anything other than
whowas the biggest.

When | think back on my childhood and how my viewsvarience were
shaped, aside from the discussion above, | immediately think of two events that
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turned me even further against the use of violence as a method of settling disputes.
The firstcame from my home.

My father early in his marriage was a wife texzal remember one evening
being awakened by Dad yelling and banging
over a condom that he claimed he found in the driveway. Too young to know what
condoms were used for | really had no idea what the fight was all dlomking
back however it is quite possible | may have dropped it there. Condoms were, after
al |, usually avail able on my fol ksd dr esse
balloons; something | found out when a local drug store burned down. | found a
casefull of them lying amongst the ashes. | made quite the impression on my grade
schoolteacherblowing condoms up on the playgrounds. It is not hard to imagine
that this innocent infatuation with condoms had something to do with one showing
up in the drivews.

| never got a chance to inform Dad that it all might lmsistake however.

Even if  may have known how that condom ended up in our driveway, considering

his tone, | figured | o6d probably be wise to
to go in their bedroon$o,| pretended to be asleep even when this loud ciasie ¢

from the bedroom and Dad left, slamming the door behind him. | listened for some

sound fromMom,but none came. Wor r itodimd,heriha opened M
piled up against the dresser, not making a sound. | thought she was dead. | went
overandshdo her after which she began to come a
ni ght. l 61 | never f or gemothemasdiveortdead. el t | i ke
| 6ve never forgotten how senseless the who
prove? Did it prove that condom in the driveway was anything more than a balloon

in the hands of a child? Violence to me seemed only a method of corttrditiia

regard giverio findingout the truth. All violence accomplished was hurt people. It

rarely brought out any truths that | could see.

My second eye opening brush with violence came a few years later. Gangs,
if you could call them that, were formg throughout the town inspired by the 1961
fi IWeast8ideStoy The Riverside gang was made up
|l ived close to Enderlinés City Park and th
town. Although these groups liked to think of thenasslas gangs, the groups were
really nothing more than local budding males watching out over their turf.

My imaginartyn e mesi s was the ACurb Dusters. o T
centr al portion of town close to downtown
vey much |ike AHide and Go Seeko obnly in D
small framef r om t he #ACurb Dusterso was particul e
like fights and inflicting pain on others. He loved to intimidate people. He often
appeared at hangouikd the Grand Theater showing off things like brass knuckles
or switchbladebut, Ibelieve these weapons were more status symbols than serious
weapons. | never heard of anyone being stabbed with his knives or beaten severely
by his brass knuckles. Thatwever did not prevent him from being mean spirited
and threatening.

| later associatedhis aggressenessto wha | cal | Smdll Guwh e i
Syndromé also referred to as thi@&apoleonComplexo small framed short males
with an ego to fill. They had to prove they were tougher than they appeared to be
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and what better way than to beatarpntimidatesomeone larger? Fights for them,
whether physically won or lost, were a wwin deal. If theylost,they were praised
for their braveryfor going up against someone largéthey won, they were seen
assuperhumarior beating someone larger.

| was often one of his victims. He would wait for me after school normally
with a few others of his Curb Dussefriends for back upOutnumberednd less
experienced atfighting | 6d end cr aladkieyegrnumerausotheri t h a b
bruises whining to my parents that they should do something about putting an end
to that bullying. The answer | always receivedlie v e rWhwa sd oin 6t you f i g
your own damn battle? Boy s, after all, were supposed
themselvesSo,one day | did. | took care of myself. | cannot remember the exact
circumstanceal | remember was he was giving me his usual bad time on the
playground pushing me around, and harassing me when | decided | had enough. |
wound up and let him have it, right on the end of his nose with the same ferocity |
put into a baseball bat when pilag ball with my older neighbors. Down he went.
Blood flew everywhere.

| received a lesson in fighting that day. Not only do | get hufigints, but
| was capable of inflicting some serious damage to otheasnd | did not like that.
| took no gratifcation in the fact that | probably broke his nose. The bleeding
coul dnot be cont r cevehirgdlaid awake wotriadethatrhe st o f t
might bleed to death. Mom kept me updated as to his condition. If I did not like
fighting before this event, sure as hell did not like fighting afterward. While |
could handle getting wailed on from time to time, | was, after the incident with him,
as afraid of what | might do to the other guy as what he might do to me. What if he
died? How would | feel2And what punishment might it bringWould | end up in
prisonif the punch | inflicted caused his de@athrom that day forward, | avoided
fights even if it meant being called a chicken.

Pop Music:
the Music of my Generation

My gener at i on nssic wds @ansideredmdthing loup noise by our
music teacher. One day our teacher walked into the room, placed a vinyl record on
the turn tabl e, and cr 8urfikgeBifdou B utnlge bwo It thme .
Trashmen. Raw, gruf f, birndd t dowafde fiva wdb r fdewenror e
notes, the song is best described as a lip flapping string of babble that sounded more
like flatulence than a melodyrhe instructor then shut off the player, folded his
aimsar ound hi s c Doesanypne danedo cahssknascc® ifNo one
did --- at least in his class.

Outside of class howevend what manycritics missed was our music
wasnot al l about noi se. Wi t hLient 6ist sHabveeat w
a Party ®ancesvere being invented to get that tyaon the floor; like the Twist,
the Swim, the Mash Potato, the Limbo, the Locomotion much of which was being
spurredorb y t h o u ¢ May Not Live th 8ee iomorrow 0 Ti me as the n
segment will express was ticking down and runningew ol fi you canét be w

22



the one you | ove,. thaewas thislugenoy todive fifonovd r e

and now is all that mattered:

Today
The New Christy Minstrels. 1965

fiToday, while the blossoms still cling to the vine,

I 61 | tkatsnt ewlyerurri es , I 61 | drink
A million tomorrows shall all pass away

wi t h

your s

OEre | forget allothe joy that

Our music was hope of things to come. Our music challenged the
conservative status quo calling for good times, personal libardtom long
established norms, civil disobedience, racial equality, and the end to war.
Unfortunately,the ideas of the sixties would be short lived. Rumors now have it
Bob Dylan has been seen waiting fofidow Traino and Cat Stevens went into
hiding in a iMoon_Shadowd Sometime around themid-seventiesall those
antiestablishment lyrics seemed to have simply faded into little more than
advertisements while somi8pirit in the Sky descendéon pop culture like a thief
in the night stealing whatever originality and purpose the sixties had broudht us.

S

was sad watching B e §ithladittlethepofrors mydrierdds | yr i ¢ s |

turn into cowboy llloodt stamniytolngley riics | i

The Bomb:
Life on Earth in the Hands of Man

| did not think of it much then but looking back the rise of Rock and Roll largely
paralleled the rise of a huge mushroom shaped cloud which lingered in the minds
of my generation and casshadow over nearly everything we did. The world, as
Barry McGui r e BbheBve bf®estruotiont seemeadn the eve di
destruction We, the baby boomers, were convinced that at any time, on any day,
the end woul dTheMemeMinugloo nassi dsearn gi by t he

AAnd we know for certain that
Someone will set the spark off

k e

Ki

~

n

ngs

Ssome

And we will al°® be blown away.

0

The key word ICERTAIN.oGs eNdtyrmaybea.s Not possib

certaino we woul dnal hebé JTonemdachine a ¥i .
(based oranH.G.Wells novel) Rod TaylogsGeorge, builds a time machine. The
story begins in 1899, with Taylor climbing into his timmachine and enidg up
800,000 years into the future saving the Eloi from the Morlocks, both the result of
human evolution. The Eloi, looking likmodernday humans, were largely grown

as cattle for the cannibalistic Morlocks, bluish colored and hairy hsirafithe
underworld. The Eloi are called to their fate in the underground, where their
ancestors went to protect themselves from the bomb, by wailing sirens.
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Once enough Eloi enter the underground world of the Morlocks to satisfy
their taste for flesh, 8 door t o t h ewouldelosé and theball cleawo r | d
is given. The remaining Elois then return to their pasture, sort of speak, where they
reproduce more Eloi for the next time the sirens sedndo elderly Eloi existed
as all the Eloi are eatenrig before ever getting old.

The plot of
the movie was more
about war than what
happens to the Eloi
and Morlocks, how-
everGeorgeds stops
along his way to the
year 800,000 AD
included a stop
during World War |
where Georgedis-
coversthat his friend
from 1899 had been
killed in the warThe

The most famous photograph of Baker. The dark spot in the column marks the position of the capsizing

Arkansas. Crossroads mythology mistakenly insists this photo shows the upeaded form of the battleship. news of Geor ge 0s
(s frienddos death cor
from Georgeos
frienddéds son. Georgebds house, where he star
up and abandoned. The second time George stops was during World War II.
Englad was being bombed by Germany, an air r.
destroyed.
Georgebs third stop, his |l ast before re

16, 1966. People were scrabbling about attempting to hustle George into an
underground bomb sheltes sirens were blaring foretelling the arrival of incoming
Atomic bombs. Human civilization as it was known ended that very day.
Civilization did not end off somewhere in the distant future. Civilization, predicted
by this movie, would end in 1966, only s;xe ar s after the movi edbs
message being relayed to my generation, the world was about+te and soon.
My generation, as adolescents, had all seaker, the Tilapia Bomi}3
played over and over on newsreels at the Grand Theater, noérttbtom the
destruction caused at Hiroshima and Nagd$akihen America decided to drop
the bomb on Japan. | remember the shadow of a man imprinted on a sidewalk, the
only spot on the sidewalk that was not scorched by the flash of the blast. His body,
vapaized by the heat of the blast, shielded the sidewalk from the full intensity of
the flashds heat | eaving only his shadow as:s
is no denying it-- as a child in my early preteens, these videos scared the hell out
of me. Life was going to be short lived. Enjoy it now.

If the real scenes @tomicb | ast s werené6ét enough, the mc
to capitalize on uncertainties surrounding the Nudegaifor example, the possible
effects of nuclearfallout. Movi es | i ke thhemd 1924t mpedeanfis

affected by radiation by atomic tests mutating to become giant ants which ravaged
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the southwestBeginning as a mystery movie involving missing people, strange

tracks are discovered that proves to be Thermaght Ant s. The movie pre
works worst fear, the fear of the unknown. Dr. Harold Medford makes the statement

in the movie thatWhen man entered the atomic age he opened a door to a new

world. What we'll eventuallfind in that new world nobody capredict"%%®

The same year a Japanese mofi&pjirado (AKA Godzilla), exemplified
the nuclear testingf hydrogen bombs as destroyiagreviously unknown aquatic
di nosaur | i klgaviigeowiseteto lsve, theabeasttsarfaces to ravage
Tokyo. Empowered by radiation generated by H bomb tests, Godzilla pakssesse
amazing nuclear generated powers and strength includimgj@active breath ray
capable of setting buildings and people on fire. No knowapars could stop
Gojira.

The beast Gojira was seen as an analogy to the atomic bomb. Any Japanese
having survived those atomic bombs or for that mdittebombinglikely had no
problem linking the terror and horror, the despair and hopelessness thdsedsom
created to some imaginary indestructible mon&eing aperfectmyth to describe
what Japan had endurdde movie was a phenomenon in Japan. People, it seems,
are more willing to accept a myth than reality if reality happens to be unpleasant.

Anyway, faced with the possible utter destruction of Japan by Gojira, the
only option, ironically, was for the Japanese to build a bigger and more horrendous
weapon. The weapon created to destroy Gojira was, like Gojira, a fictitious weapon;
the Oxygen Destreer 161ts creator however questioned the value of this atrocious
we ap o n 0 s itseapabilitgdaf unmamageable destruction just as Oppenheimer
guestioned the development of Hydrogen bomb. The movie raises the question the
free world feared the mostvhat if this new awesome weapon fell into the hands
of war lords and hostile nations? The question however came too late for the West.
By the time the movie was released, the bomb had already been acquired by the
Soviet Union.The armsrace, as the movieuggests, was on. The Cold War had
begun.

Evening television al so diIhepyvighd i nt o th
Zoneo featured Burgess Meredith as Henry BerfiEme Enough at Lasb tells
the story of a bank teller and bookworm who cawtifind enoughtime to read all
the books he wanted. One day Henry slipped into the vault to read a book as nuclear
war, unbeknown to Henry, destroyed the world around him. When Henry emerges
from the vault, heaealizeshe isthe solesurvivor. What happens in the rest of the
story line is not nearly as important as the question that the movie left hanging in
every vVviewerods head. What i f nuclear war r
sole surviva? Would | really want to live or would | really be better off dead?
Bemis offers his audience an insight into that question. Happy about the fact that
he now could take time to read all the books he wanted, atpempting to pick up
a book He nr g riesk glasees tell off and shattered on the stairs. All those
books, all the time in the worldndHenry is left alone with no glasses.

Sputnik was launched October™"4 195717 and proved to the world
everyone was vulnerable to nuclear attack. | remember Mom herding us children
outside to look for this new star cross the sky. We watched and watched and then
there it was, passing on its route directly over our house. | rememylggmafaced
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mot her as she uttered the whohatdamldjust r embl i ng
aseasilybeabombdo | was only el aghemithadadqudintse t i me b
about what Momdés statement meant . Bombs si
liquidate us at any time. Nowhere was safe. Not even America which until this time
always enjoyed the safety havingtwo oceans étween America and its enemies.
Not anymore.
On October 301961,the Soviets detonated the largest nucleaicgein
histoly, theTsar Bombatested on Novaya Zemlya, an island in the Artic Sea. The
blast yielded approximately50 megatons of energy capable of generating third
degree burns up to 108@ometers Al t hough Tsar Bombads wuse
guestionable because @$ isize, for propaganda purposes it magepoint®:e |
remember debating with my friends next door, age 15, whether we, at Enderlin,
would survivea blast detonated over Fargo fifty miles awlagid not seem likely
that Russia would drop a bomb on Enderlin, population 1500, but Fargee
largest town anywhere arourd maybe.
To think an explosion that far away would level everything within the radius
of Fargo to Enderlin was indeed a hfying thought. And if that was not enough
to worry about, aprophesized n t h eGojmawv ieev eff y year up until
the bombs just kept getting larger. Where would it end? Wetlended that year,
or so is the hope, but we had no way ob\wimg thatfor sure, do we?
Then came th€uban Missile Crisi®f 1962. The Russians were stocking
Cuba with offensive missiles armed with nuclear war hé&dresident John F.
Kennedy immediately responded with a Nablaickadeof Cuba while the restfo
the world trembled as the nuclear superpowers stood face to face, fidgeting with
their fingers just above their six shooters waiting for the other to draw.
No one drewlnstead,the Russians put up their hands avalked away
thereby avoiding a fight. Wich were they, cowards for backing down or heroes for
evading nucl ear war, I could have cared | €
away rather than reduce the world to ashewhich apparently the U.Seemed
willing to do. The closest the world hader come to a nuclear war, which | know
about, had passed. That did little to console the Average Joe sinetbighowever.
Although the threat of nuclear war for the moment had been silenced, the blasts
from Trinity, Bikini, Japan, and Russiastileoed i n everyoneb6s ears.
was reasonable to believe that another Cuban likedHceas irrefutably just
aroundthecormef. hi s ti me however maybe the Russi an
whichever the case was, might not save us.
This nucleamwar scare led to th€ivil Defenselndustry, now thought by
many influential sources as a propaganda agency designed to sell construction
materials and survival supplies for fallout shelters. From Billy Graham to Nelson
Rockefeller, support for the falloshelterprogram was proclaimed as a program
that could save millions of lives. Virtually every media source had images of
mushroom clouds rising over United States cities while Civil Defense was being
hailed as Amer i cans &vergtng had bome getheoto s ur vi v
make Civil Defense and the government spending that went into it one of the most
perfect propaganda enrichment progsaver dreamt up by influential people with
theirhands in the cookie jar.
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Side Note:

fiDuck andCove®6 was another Civil Defense film shown
America during the 50s. Children during this era were exposed to the
possibility that nuclear war might happen any dayand some of the sealled
Aways to protect yourswerdduite laoghable everd by t hese f il
to children. | remember one joke in particular as an adolescent: What do
you do in the case of a nuclear attack? You bend ovand put your head
between your legs (in reference to protecting your head in this film clip) and
kiss your sweet ass goodbye.
Not many children in todayo6s America have b
films asit is likely the fear thesefilm clips generated was thought to be the
reason for the peace movement to follow in the sixties. America since World
War Il has been avar nation --- with little sentiment for peaceniks.

Well --- anyway,pe opl eb6s handswerethe betteref oo ki e | a |
scenarios. The alternative thought was that people were being prepared for the
unimaginable, a nuclear warKennedy openly pronoted fallout shelters. For
examplethe September 15 1961,issue of Life Magazindeatured a man in a
civilian fallout suit on the cover. The issue made the claim that 97 out of 100 people
could be saved in the event of a nuclear war by fallout shelters.

Inside this issue contained a letter by Kennedy encouraging the American
people to do something to protecemselves® which was taken by most people |
k n e wbuddsaashélter 6 Government publications to fol
overly optimist survival rates. Not many people, at least those | knew, believed that
humanity couldsurvive a nuclearwar, however. In fact, most people saw the
message Kennedy cWhy walgd Eahnedy £verarbakeusucth a i
clam? mo st peopl e IWerk weebheingwanoet uhto thiskikng a
nuclear war might even be an optiin

No one | knew could afford to build one of those shelters taaagthing
about stocking it. My family could not afford such a luxury and mother was quick
to point out that if a nuclear war did break out, our family, not having one of these
shelters, surglwould be all dead. As for the rest of the world, Mom continued,
with or without a bomb shelter, life would end as we knew it. To believe otherwise,
she would say, was total lunacy. Mom never was a military strategist or an authority
on nucleamweaponshut she was still Mom and to my young ears her words stuck.

Nuclear war was nothing shortwbrldwidesuicide. | believed it then. | believe it
now.

In the end, bomb shelters were never put to theNesietheless, nat bomb
shelters did do wamakeseveal people rich selling fallout shelter construction
materials and survival goods. | have not gone through the process to track this
money,but my guess is many politicians and their constituents benefited greatly
from their own g¢gov epagamdethey themsegivespyiauganda, pr
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The Protests Begin:
Ban the Bomb, Stop War

Hopeful noises were heard shouting in thiéernesshowever. Ban the bomb
rallies were quickly becoming a worldwide chant. When | look back at the way the
antiwar movement of the late sixties and early seventies developed, it is not hard to
understand why they began and how they evolved. No one wantadliean war
and few, despite the propaganda, believed the world would survive one. In most
peoplebs mind, the best way to prevent a
No more war-- no more bombs.

None of this escaped the music
industry, which hd no problem converting
clashing emotions, fear, uncertainty, and hope
i nto <cash. fBowhg iMtyhd anods
Windo said it all and was picked up and
redone by anyone wishing to be a folk singer.
Othersongssuchdal vi na ®eynol ds o
A Little Raindabout a boy standing in the rain
laden with radioactive fallout and acid rain

HOMVABEN capitalized on the unknown dangers of

fwhere Have All the Flowers Gomeredone

by theKingston Trio, spun on every jekbox,
radio, and stereo across nation, played
wherever peace conscience people gathered.

PASKEMARCHEN (FI10 Antiwar sentiment was strong and growing

' and music was a powerful tool aiding the

antiwar cause.

The argument that every person should put forth whatever effort was needed
to end war was a pitch even this adolescent could understand. |, myself, took up
writing a few poemsbout watthat | shalloffer here, not so much for their literary
value (of which there is little) but as a snapshot in time to show what | was thinking
around 1315 years of ageFr o m my Thpsovdlamoud Worlds Worldo
written somewhere around 1961 just before or slightly after | entered high school,
ended with:

But someday there shall come a day,
When almighty man will lay down his arms and walk away,
Leaving behind,
As we shallee
A died stillwar-tornworld, tha he cruelly demolished due to his own ggled,
Due to his villainous play.

OrwWaido whi ch | wrote about the same ti me.

The fieldsdid bleed, all tattered and torn,
28
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The countryodés died, its | ove forl
Due to someoneéb6s greed. Their worth
The green is gone, this land once worn.

Theprofits of war were under scrutiny. No longer were we dealing with the
lives of a handful of men. With the bomb at our disposal, we were dealing with
species preservation, the survival of the entire huraegif not, life on earthWar
needed to end and end now.

While 1 felt strongly that every young man had a duty to his country, | also
had this strong antiwasentimentality Somehow, for whatever reason, it never
occurred to me that by joining the service | was violating my own antiwar beliefs.
In fact, | saw tle military as doing my part to end was ironic as that soundd#/e
were the good guys, the guys in white, defending the worlohsigiae bad guys,
the guys in lack hats Once we were victorious there would be no need for war as
goodness, being Americaralues, would prevail. | could not imagine anyone
having a problem with that- at least then.

Was | in foranenlightenmentReflecing dondét ask me to expl
figured fighting might end wat.now realize the absurdity of that thinking. | now
have no idea how | could have rationalized this war to end war rationale. Jia fact
war to end all wars, World War |, had already been fought but according to history,
all that war created was a larger war, World War II.

It was all quite confusing to thigoung manw h o dnly understanding of
the world came from capitalistic supported and censored textbooks, the evening
news, music lyrics taken exclusively from the top forty, and all the knowledge |
acquired in my world travels from the plains of hakotas to the western shores
of Lake Michigan. It never occurred to me that Russians might have had the very
same thoughts, that they wore the wingts,thatgoodness might be the Russian
way, and their possible victoryas a way to end all war as only goosevould
prevWhd .mainy Russians might  boaldlavelmeen aski |
problem with that®

Then one day, | camacross a somewhat troubling protest song that has
never | eft my memory. fThe UniversltSoldiceome d Buf f y
Friday hitchhiking back from New Effington, South Dakota where | worked on a
railroad section crew. Sung by Donovan, it imimagely grabbed my attention as a
song with depth. As a collector of 45 records, | settofind it. | never did until
YouTubefeatured it At any rate, because | never found it and listened to it long

enough to learn the lyrics, | missed the table bpnmge par ed bef or e me. E
words were a prophecy of how wasteransyietnam Veterans in particular, were
to betreated in thaipcomingy e ar s . Buf fyds | yrics placed 1

directly on the indi hiedsal hgicehhisdbedy hwi t h t h
as a weapon of the war and .wi tlhfouitt shinme aniln
wasfishame on veterayisit worked.
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The Rise of the Antihero:
The Assault on Liberalism

While heros were everywhereBatman, Superman, Jimmy Stewart, Randolph

Scott,the antihero was rising during my later years in high school. To my youngest
brother, Jim, these antiheroes were hisidolerydayy 6 d come home t o Jim
to Rocky and Bullwinkle attempting to disrupt the manufacture of counterfeit box

tops by the notorious BorBaderov and his lovely caconspirator, Natasha Fatale.

When Bullwinkle was not saving the world from the conspiradiesce ct ed by Bori s
boss, Pottsylvani ads FeaMrKnewlsAlawhiehder , Bul |
| always saw as a shot at the

intellectual liberal establishmeat the

fifties and sixties. It worked. In the

years to come being knowledgeable

earned youlte title of being a Nerd.

El-Kabong pickeda guitar to
battle the forces of evil in the worldn
interesting choice of weapos. Odd
how some lame brained horse picked a
guitar to battlehe bad guysgjiven folk
singers like Woody Guthrie,Pete
Seeger, ath Utah Phillips Woodyhad
AThis machine kills fascist pai nt ed on
his guitar. Pete Seeger, another folk
singer, and member of the Weavers
was banned from most concert houkees i n Ame
Hammer_Son@ (t he Hammer t aken by t he rightw
Communist symbol). Seeger and Guthrie sang songs in support of labor unions,
antiwar, and songs on other sécia consci ence i ssues such as
treatment of Veterans.

One of my favorite sondanYewSpamea n my t e
Dime, 06 a song of soci al i nequality which sp
labor force and veterans. After worin t o bui |l d societyds i nfi
fighting its wars, workers and veterans too often found their reward on bread lines
and soup kitchens or begging for handouts largely abandoned by the very people
they believed they wemefending

Folk singers andongs, many repeats from decades earlier, carried a strong
message of socialism and humanism. Was EI
usedto debunk the advances made by liberals, unions, and intellectuals? If so,
shoul d EI Ka b o n g dhese afdwancing sociabegualityaatkdepro a s t
testing war with a guitar, Guthrie, Seeger, and D@anothing more than asses
with guitars? | cannot say- but something to ponder.

While all this hero/antihero may have meant nothing, it is fuspieculate
on how the rise of the antihero may have affected the thinking of those seven to ten
yeas youngethan myself My younger brother, Jim, and his friends, whom | will
refer later in this writing to as the perfect people, seemed to have a whelterdif
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perspective on life This younger group seemed to loathe any intellectual
conversation, placed being machismo at about a 2 on a scaleOpfignored all

things

political, and held this simple idea that anything humorous, even slapstick,

was preferable to anything of a seismature.

https://www.cmohs.org/media

/ /22614.jpg?size=800x950 A Her o0 s Lament :

Congressional Medal of Honor
Recipient
Commits Suicide

}V,@ S 3 Early in the sixties | worked for a farmer
N in Buffalo, North Dakota, summer
fallowing and haying. One of the
middle-agedgentlemen working on the
farm was Art Beyer. Fothe most part,

, Art worked around the shop but drove

| the hay wagon during hay season while
" /4 we younger folks loaded it. | came to

.,/ Q work oneday,and Art wasnot

; ;(/ asked where Art had gone. Turns out,

%) ! Art was in Washington D.C. for a

-

Congressional M#al of Honor Recipient reunion.

BEYER, ARTHUR O.: Rank and organization: Corporal, U.S.
Army, Company C, 603d Tank Destroyer Battalion. Place and date:
Near Arloncourt, Belgium, 15 January 1945. EnteserVice at: St.
Ansgar, lowa. Born: 20 May 1909, Rock Township, Mitchell
County, lowa. G.O. No.: 73, 30 August 1945. Citation: He displayed
conspicuous gallantry in action. His platoon, in which he was a
tank-destroyer gunner, was held up by antitank, maegun, and

rifle fire from enemy troops dug in along a ridge about 200 yards to
the front. Noting a machinegun position in this defense line, he fired
upon it with his 7@énm. gun killing 1 man and silencing the weapon.
He dismounted from his vehicle andnder direct enemy
observation, crossed open ground to capture the 2 remaining
members of the crew. Another machinegun, about 250 yards to the
left, continued tdire on him. Through withering fire, he advanced
on the position. Throwing a grenade into timeptacement, he killed

1 crewmember and again captured the 2 survivors. He was
subjected to concentrated smalfims fire but, with great bravery,

he worked his way a quarter mile along the ridge, attacking hostile
soldiers in their foxholes with his carbired grenades. When he
had completed his salihposed mission against powerful German
forces, he had destroyed 2 machinegun positions, killed 8 of the
enemy and captured 18 prisoners, including 2 bazooka teams. Cpl.
Beyer's intrepid action and unflinchirtetermination to close with
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and destroy the enemy eliminated the German defense line and
enabled his task force to gain its objective.

| coul dndét believe it. Right there on 1t
hay wagon was a genuine Audie Murphyas awedThe firstquestion | had for
Art of cour se Whpabdidyduidsin theavartorearn thabnsedal?
Tellme 0O
Art however never mentioned anything about what he did to earn that
medal, and in fact seemed vamgcomfortable about @n being asked. He just
looked at me, turned around, put the tractor in gear, and headed for the hayfield. |
did not understand at all why Art might not wish to speak of his part in the war. |
thought he should have been proud of his action and probatiygeod intentions,
I made something of a nuisance of myself.
the greatest thing a human could achieve. | often visualized myself being awarded
some high medal and for what ede®ed Iciratzy asa
if earning a medal of honor was like earning a Boy Scout merit badge. | quite clearly
had much to learn about heroism.
That something was amiss about Art being a farm laborer did not take long
to settle in either. A Congressional Medal of dorecipient, Art was working, no
doubt, for not much more than subsistence if his pay was anything like mine, five
dollars a day fromsunupto sundown Wher e was Aor tl6 sp o nednearr edd?.
Murphy after all got his reward in show business starring inhisn  sTo blelly i
And Baclo not to mention a host of humerous rough and rowdy cowboy movies
where he was held up to the world for all to see what a true hero he was.
So why was not Arlifted? Art was a hero. How is it he ended up there, on
that farm, in such a lowly position, ertgning high school boys while they loaded
hay wagons? Was hjgosition one of personal choice or was something else at
work? Anyway, | never did get an answer until | had to struggle with war myself.
But then it was too late to tell Art that | think hderstood him. You see, one day,
Art, as his story was relayed to me, went out irbér®,and hung himself. A hollow
was created for me on that day that to this day has neverdfdea. Was this
how the United States treated its heroes? A rideamya h wa g o n, a doll ar 6s
of ribbon to wear around their necks, and an occasional pavg&that all?

Vietnam: As seen from High School

As a young man growing up in the sixties, Vietham was hard to avoid. Ever since
around 1962 until the following decade, the evening news was dominated by scenes
of battle and mayhem in Vietnafihe mostmemorable news event that seared an
image in my mindike some cattle brand was the pictureaoBuddhist monk
publicly setting himself on firen what | believed at the time to be a protest against
Communism. | know now however it was not Communism that monk was
protesting, rather it was Catholicism. Whil@% of the population of Viethamense
Buddhist, the government, under Diem, was predominantly Catlileéaeligion
introduced and promoted by their captors, the Frelcpolice forces, the upper
positionsof the armed forces, civil service, collegesddrade unions, Buddhists
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were being systematically replaced with CathdliésAlthough this fact was
unknown to me at the time, | would during my tour in Vietham pickup on the
significance of this religious divide on my own.

As for Communism, historyicass commonl y madlde t he st at
who does not learn from history is doomed to repéat ita Widat did we learn
studying World War 118  deaaher would ask. We learned that had we stopped
Hitler when he began dissolving other nations into his Third Reich, World War 1
may have never happened. Remaining neutral to aggression (although we were
never informed as to why the United States remaimedral) was a mistake we,
the students, were reminded time and again. Blowi@s before they spread out
of control. Communism, from World War 1|1
was deemed as one of these spreading fires. The free world wascGechmunism
occupiedthe Eastern Block, China, North Korea, Cuba, and now Vietnam was on
t heir pl atDeminoCredry e di projecteatisat should Vietnam fall
next would be Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and then Indonesia.

The time to stopthe@€mmuni st 6 s a d-v beforeeve weees now
fighting the Communists on our own soil, which according to the House Committee
on unAmerican Activity, we were already doing. Publishers, playwrights, song
composers, movies stars, and directors that so msicjuestioned the morality of
capitalistic rightwing interestor war all needed monitored, if notitrightbanned
from the public eye. A number of these artists were accused of communist
involvement of which none were ever proven to be. Even without Weunmd
guilty of any crime severalpublishers and play writers were still jailed, not for
bei ng Co mnContempttofConlgraés ffior ref using to answer
fiAre you or have you ever been a member of the Communist ®arty?

Dalton Trumbo,th@ut hor of t he f JomoywG®tH&ENt i war nc
Gund was one @&%Evenif any ef th¢sa pebpke,das Trumbo, should
have been proven to be Communist, at no time before or since was it against the
law to belong to the Communist Party. In fact, around the turn of the twentieth
century, before the barbaric exploits of Sthlegtame known, it was not uncommon
for intellectuals and idealists to be drawn to the idea of Comm@tfisrich these
intellectuals and idealists viewed as a safe harbor from the horrors and labor abuses
of unregulated capitalism.

I t 6s di f f i eruekattly what wasegwmiegntirough my mind
watching Vietnam unfold. About my only source of information in the early sixties
was the television and | feel safe saying how Vietnam was portrayed on television
was how | saw it. Rather than attempting to edruitatviewers with the sociological
aspects and historical ramifications of this war, ritexlia concentrated on small
eye catching, sensational bits and pieces that to a large degree, eatided,
supportfor the war effort. Those people heard on theswevere always the leaders
of the United Statesdé War Ef fort, Lyndon
Westmoreland, all giving their plugs for the reason why this war was important and
needed to béought Never can | remember General Giap, for examphe bis
assessment of the war or explain his reason for fighting it. In short, the media
coverage was very one sided, Americandide Taken a step further,
the Americarside;it was the prowar American side. And even if McNamara and

o
n
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Giap woutl have been given the opportunity to openly debate the issues of concern
with each other publicly via the media, it is likely no effort by the media would
have been made to validate any claims made by either side. | would learn that bit
of truth at St Clod State College during a Journalism Class which | will speak of
later.

|l tds i mportant to realize that the medi
of education. In essence it is tragic for there is much opportunity to inform and
educate the public usirthe media. The opportunity is there but far too often lost
because ofommercial interests. It is no secret that the television and radio stations,
newspapers, and magazines are all subject to the scrupulous eyes of corporations
or other supporters who mndain the power to extract their advertisements or
donations. Any publication that these corporations and sponsors feel reflects badly
on them risks losing their fundin@.he realityis media stations, papers, and
magazines either put forth what these poswvant known or cease to exigthis
is the Capitalist systematwoik.i t her t he media does it the .
more money! It is not hard for me to believe that many thoughtful, truthful,
informative editorials were and still are not ait@etause of the negative impact
these editorials might have on any US corporations or their economic interest.

Edward R Murrowshares my view of the media. Speaking of his concern
for what was and still is being offered on radio and television, EdwarduRrow
stated,

Al am seized with an abiding fear regarding what these two
instruments (radio and television) are doing to @arciety, our
culture and our heritage’®’

Murrow goes on to say that the media, rather ttedlimg what is really
happening in the world, shiel drealtitd. S c ons u me
The nation, according to Murrow, is in mortal trouble for not addressing the
demanding issues dfé day for whichMurrow reminds usour nation will end up
paying an extreme co$£At any r at e, Murroevsr yome @s we n |
head then. | ifaitaisson theonews, theere muistabg somethingdo it
buffoon. These were after alews people, anchorsreportersattemptting to tell
us the truth or so | thought at the time. | believed themntil | wentto Vietnam.

Then all | believed prioto Vietnam would in time crumble.

What | was able to pick up from the mediasVietnamwas differenfrom
any war experience previously fought by the United Staféstnam had no fronts
other than in isolated locations such as Con Thien and Khe Sanh. Chasing Vietcong
was like chasing gbsts. Separating the civilian population from the enemy was
next to impossible. An American soldier never really knew who the enemy was.

Any Vietnamese swirling around any American at any given time could be on a

mission to send that American home in aypbdg. This lineless, invisible enemy,
children dropping grenades in soldiersé | a
the Viethammainly presented by theedia,however The media tended to report

on the major battlesearlyall of which were ultimatly won by tle United States.

We, according to the early media at least, were winning battle after battle.
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And then there was thal-importantbodycountVi et congés number d
ver sus Amer i c a0 s supposadbtalisplaydpeogress if wetcould a s
show that we were killing more of them than they were us. This absurd idea
occurred to me righdff, due largely to my high school history teacher. Speaking
of the waves of Chinese that threw themselveh©ammsway by the tes of
thousands during the Korean War, according to our instructor, China could have
lined upits populationup insingle file and marched them straight into a machine
gun with the net result being Chinads popu
| have notdonethemat t o know i f my instructoroés s
logic of his argument seemed sound and stuck with me. The more people you have,
the more peopleyoucanstanddse,and Asi a represented the bu
population. Ho Chi Minh understoodathstatingfiYou can kill ten of my men for
everyone | kill of yours. But even at those odds, youlegitl,and | will win.g"?°
And Ho did win the war-- even at a higher cost than ten to one odds.
I remember from my pewlutiomAlthouwghle about
cannot remember the name of the movie, | can recall one scene were a man runs

out into the street and bl ows hiDasel f up t
youseeth&t t he st ar ast Doybukmowwhatithatesms?dhatl ai ms A
means they won. | 6 ve nev elf pedple rarg avilling ttoh sadrifice

themselves in such a fashion, unless you kill them all, you are likely going to lose.
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CHAPTER TWO
Growing Up in the Fifties

We See only WhaOur Eyes Se

One of the stories as told by my brother, Jim, wasvieie of the world
before he received his first set of glasses. Jim was always pressed up against the
television screen, eyes squintirig,make sense out of what everyone else in the
hous seemed to have no trouble understandi ng
plot. He could hardly read. He was seen as clumsy, often bumping into inanimate
objects and tripping over anything in his way. If an object, such as a bird, was
pointed out to dn, he often missed it entirely to the frustration of both the person
pointing out the object and Jim. To say the least, Jim grew wathdetic as in a
sport like softball Jim had to be able to see thetbdit it.

Then one day Jim had his vision cked. Jim could hardly see. Fitted with
glasses, Jim walked outside to see for the first time in his life that trees had leaves
and grass had blades. Until then, trees and grass were nothing but a green blob
according to Jim. His retention of whatever hetcad on television instantly
improved. How could we, those tlieyesight, expect Jim to comprehend what he
could not see?

Growing up in rural North Dakota amongst the amber waves of grain, never
did it enter my mind that the world was ever any other \waying lived no other
way. Sure, | heard of the Indians, the bison, Custer, and cowboys but how much the
world had changed since those days | just nawdy comprehended. My friends
and | would drive out in the country, hunting, killing time, and irttedt time never
did it occur to any of us just how little time the world existed as we were
experiencing it. Only a century before, which now at the age of 60 no longer seems
like a long time, the land we were driving through was all tall grass pramist w
to chest high, witkvildflowers andwildlife flourishing everyvhere. Bisonwolves,
bears prairie chickens all existed in abundant numbers. Hardly any people lived
there and if any did, they were not European in orilyiare importantly, before
Europeans with their Christian philosophy began settling this area and
domesticating the wilderness, this land had been prairie, as described above for at
least ten thousangkars. It only took Europeans a short span of about 100 years to
destroyten thousand years of natural evolution. | never saw this however, until |
tried on a new pair of glasses other than those provided for me lsuropean
ancestorsThe corrective leses were to come later, after returning from Vietnam,
in Biology class at St Cloud State.

History in High School:
What was notTold Us

History was one of few classes in High School that | enjoyed. My theory has always
been if | needed to reahything, | might as well learn something hence books on
history were always high on my list to read when reading was required. My favorite
subject was World War Il. My favorite characteAdolph Hitler. By my junior
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year in high school, | haal | r e a dThe Rise and Falffiof the Third Reich an
accomplishment even for an adidiow much | retained iguestionablebut it did
open my eyes to how damaging the use of propaganda and too much power in the
wrong hands can be.

At any rate, given mreading and the history courses, | prided myself on
my knowledge of historyOf course,| was judging myself by those around me,
many who lacked any interest in history at all. | never was big on exact dates; in

fact, | saw learning dates, generals,pnal | i t i ci ands naimleng as a di S
as | knew what event came first, Pearl Harbor, D Day or the Battle of the Bulge,

what did it matter if | could tell you the exactdaie? was my reasoning. An
this reasoning may run contrary to what is\gidered the established norm for
teaching history, I | ear nenkgaiive attitudet er year s

had some very good merits. A person can learn the exact date of any historical event
but completely miss the importance of why the evepypened in the first place.
The media often reminds us that on this date forty years ago, this or that happened
but does that really say anything other than some trivial point that on this date that
happenedRarely does it tell why it happened.

By stresgg dates, names, and events, it is possible to miss the important
lessons that history is telling us altogether. | did. | missed those lessons history was

telling me in my early days anyway. | coul o
main playes |, for example Hitler was a recipient
valor, the I ron Cross, duri ngCowounidtd War I

Manifesto. 0 I knew WNein Kaenpf owr ka wi nfg never read

document (readings that should have been required in high school) | missed all the
important history that emerged like some gruff beast from those gagsgiteall
my history classes and reading, | could not tell you whato#tsec politics and
economics of either Communism or Fascisere. Like someone sfing from
autism, one that may be able to tell ypuwhat day of the week any given date fell
on (or will fall on) but cannot tell you which date came (or will come),flrsbuld
tell you all trivia concerning battles or personalities but had no idea what those
battles werever. All | knew was the Fascists were the bad guys. Why they were
the bad guys, | had only some generalized stereotypical vague idea, for example,
they killed Jews.

Like most | knew, | could tell you the two Japanese cities that the atomic
bombs were dropped on. | believed, as most | knew, thatitomis weredropped
to save American lives by avoiding an invasminJapan. | could tell you that
America held an isolationist view toward entering World War Il but | had no idea
why.l had mistaken Americads isolationism a:¢
neutral and to prevent American deaths again on a foreign sa@ibw know
different. American busesses were getting rich providing weapamsl war
materials to not only those who became our allies but Germany itself (more to come
on this).

I beli eved Americabés goal was and has a
free against the forces of evil angranny. | now know | was wrong given
Americads support for tdewral@diahregimedin | r an, no

South America and Asia. | thought America was battling against rogue usligio
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and politicalideologiesput | found out | was wrong agailm fact,except forJapan,

Ameri ca was | ar g efasygistsioaetatraly-r amdWor@WWarills t i ans 0
would not be the last time given Srebrenica. In Srebrenica, as if their orders were

taken directly from the Old Testament,

And when the LORD thy God hath delivered it into thine hands, thou
shalt smite every male thereof with the edge of the swordthBut
women, and the little ones, and the cattle, and all that is in the city,
even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou take unto thyself; and thou shalt
eat the spoil of thine enemies, which the LORD thy God hath given
thee.

(Deuteronomy 20:1-34)

an estinated 8000 Moslem meand boys from twelve years old to sixty were
herded off and executed by Christians. The women, as if directly out of the Bible,
were spared apparently for the enjoyment of male Serbs. By the end of the Serbs
reign of terror, it is estnated that over 200,000 Muslim civilians were murdered in
the greatest ethnic cleansinghiv Europe since World War Il. This would be the
second time American Troops during the twentieth century were deployed into
Europe to defend an opposing religiomnr the wrath of a largely Christian
population?®* B u t AOhod Evangel iThosel pgoplenaeye notr y s avy
Christan® t o whi ¢ h Oh,yestlkeywed®d rbeyplaynyfi def i ni ti on o
your own.
Prayer in Public School:
A good Argument Challenges my Religious Belief

Another issue of the early sixties thafluencedmy thinking was the day the
United States Supreme Court threw prayer out of the public school sygjam,
it was my history tPesctbay ProEmeon tah adl g 0 ugmtti
the matter to my attention. The year was 1963. The case was Murray vs. Curlett.
While prayer was not a huge factor in my high schbeh prayer was significant
a number of years before in grade school. About the fifth grade, the dagdope
with a prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance directed by a woman teachenwith
affection for Jesus Christ.
I considered myself Christian at t his
Christian, however | still held most the Christian views beaten into eng before
| had developed any mental defenses to ward off the attack. What struck me about
that Supreme Court ruling was the argument being used by those opposed to prayer
in school. It made sense. Given the First Amendment:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishmeeligitbn

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redmfss
grievanceg??
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| could not understand how promoting Jesus Christ in public schools could
be seen as anything other than promoting Christianity in school. Those in
opposition to prayer in school argued if Christian based prayer was allowed in the
clasroom, so should be the prayers of Buddhist, Hindus, Moslems, and Jains to
name a few. Imagine, | remember the argument, sitting for hours as every religion
in the world is allowed recognition. To most the students in school, the argument
was absurd as nerof these other religions haghgesencen our school. But what
if these other religions did havepresentation, would ask myself. | would have
hated to sit through hours of religious babhllgvould have had to defend it as fair
if other religious goups were present and demanded equal time. | agreed. If one
religion was to be recognized, they all should be. To avoid all that, | would prefer
not being forced to observe any.

While this argument did not change my Christian beliefs, it did weaken my
bdiefs by forcing me to consider opposing beliefs as being somehow equal to my
own. It follows to any thoughtful mind that if other beliefs are seen as equal to my
own, the question of whose faith is correct just begs to be asked. And ask | did but
the answrs | received were never to my satisfactieruntil my own unreligious
awaking in Vietnam.

The Russians are coming:
Forrestal Cracks

On May 22, 1949, unbeknown to me, James Vincent Forrestal supposedly climbed

out his bedroom window while &ethesda Naval Hospital and jumped thirteen

floors to his deatA% Conspiracy theories abound from Russian agents, Zionists, to
government agentsdé attempt i WF@sbutooneover up
were ever substantiated. What was known, howesdypth James Forrestal and

his wife, Josephine, sharegbaranoidfear that the Reds, being Communists, were

out to get theni®1 n fact, it was reported that shoi
Forrestal was seen wonderigoundoutside in his pajamasicd i n gTheo u 't A
Russians are Comini®® The phrase outlived Forrestal. Upon being admitted to

the hospital, Forrestaéportedyma de st at ement s adliomistt bei ng s
Agents %°It should be noted here, for the sake of clarity that ZionistRaisdians

are thought of as the same by people of fascist anédNagoleanings.

But they do not have the intestinal fortitude to tell you tRegeTS
for fear of reprisals from the International Jewish Conspiratiors
World Communisri they areONE of theSAME. %7

| have no evidence at the current time to suggest that Forrestal was an active
member of the Nazi party or even a fascist for that matiéd. hadgo on is a
definition of fascist, which | will get to, and what | know about Forrestal life. When
the two, my definition of fascist and Forr
points can be found that overlap. | also know #eteralinternational American
businessmeback in the twenties and thirties surely were sympathetic to Nazis and
Fascists, if not actively involved in Nazi and fascist philosophy themselves. One
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was Henry Ford (I will get to him). If Forrestal was not an active $aslkie most
certainly made his rounds in a circle that was.

Somewhat off the topic, hy is this important? Remembeve went into
World War Il to rid the world ofascism not CommunismThe Communists were
our ally. Hundreds of thousand young American and Allied men died taking
Europe back from the Fascists, hundreds of thousands of young who died not even
knowing what Fascism was. All they knew was those in brown and Black shirts
with swastikaarm bands goose stepgi@round with their right arms extending
straight out were the enemy. As such, it is therefore understandable how when these
young men returned to America, they (as do most today) believed the threat of
fascismwas gone.

It was not.In fact, it was Fascis here in America, or those of a vergnilar
philosophy now pointing their fingers at t he
Communi st s, as Americads number one enemy
most Americans with very little thought and knowledifewhat was occurring
found themselves being conditioned to adappthigical ideologythat just claimed
t housands of t heanrely fssisnmRogtunaetyoud demadcriacy e s
had barriers in place to prevent extreme ideologresindividualdrom grasping
power. Those barriers however have been gnaweglvatsince however and on
January 8, 2021 nearly breached. Whether they will remain affective is unknown.

We 6 | | have to wait an dexposeghe verminichewingb o o k wi |
away at the foundation of our democracy.
|l 6m not saying Communism is aisnmy better

was never a threatNo! What | will say however is Communism is not near the
threat Forrestal feared it might be. Also, in this time, two decades into the twenty
first century, Communism is not what may bring our democracy to it krides.
threatbelongs to fascism and will become the theme of this writing.

So, returning to Forrestalheé name Forrestal until just recently meant
absolutely nothing to me. In fact, the firetvalsupercarrier launched in 1954 that
bearshis name, the USS Forrestagver rang my bell either, not even while | was
in the Navy. | had only heard about the USS Forrestal, but not ever seeing the name
spel |l ed, I al ways thought the carrierodés na
honoring tree management. Embarrassinighyust admit this displays the depth of
my youthful ignorance.

John Forrestal came into politics under President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt who appointed him administrative assistant on Jun&92®, and
Undersecretary of the Navy about six weeks lalehn Forrestal became the
Secretary of the Navy on May 19, 1944.orrestal would, according to James
Carroll, make his mark by lobbying for larger and larger defense bie¢fdstover
exaggerating the Sovidil n i omiliasy capabilities while at the s@& time
underestimating the abilities of the United St&t€J he size of the military, it is
worth mention is animportant element to the fascist mind set as will be pointed
out.

After college Forrestal began as bond salesman for William A. Read and
Company (also known as Dillon, Read and Company) which granted him a
partnership in 1923. In 1937, Forrestal would become the president of the
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company’'°Forrestal as such was a truedR\Vhite and Blue true Capitalist and in
the eyes of rightwing capitalists, communism was like a fire iic@mouself the
fire is allowed to grow, all the profits will melt. Communism, to any capitalist, was
just plan scary.
To what lengths were capithsts willing to go to battle the blaze of
Communism? The debate is still on over what our intention was by dropping the
bomb on Japan at the end of World War Il. Japan, for all practical purposes, was
defeated and had no internal resources to rebuildwaimachine. Japan toward
the end of WWII wagleadin the water. America would have never needed to
invade Japan to bring Japan to her kn&& Allied Forces simply could have
established aavalbarricade around Japanand saiilo f Japandngorshi ps com
going. Japan, with no sea access, would have simply withered on the vine like
bindweed soaked in Round Up. A blockade of that nature would have required
patience and time howevesgmething America had little of.
And this is not only the opinion cddlomearmchairgeneral whose only
knowledge of the bomb being dropping on Japan comes from history books,
propaganda, and hear say Mandadtesfor Ghlarmever wr i t es

But the Secretary (Secretary of Defense), upon giving me the news
of thesuccessful bomb test in New Mexico, and of the plan for using
it, asked for my reaction, apparently expecting a vigorous assent.

During his recitation of the relevant facts, | had been
conscious of a feeling of depression and so | voiced to higrawg
misgivings, first on the basis of my belief that Japan was already
defeated and #t dropping the bomb was completely unnecessary,
and secondly because | thought that our country should avoid
shocking world opinion by the use of a weapon whose emplaty
was, | thought, no longer mandatory as a measure to save American
livesott

So why the rush to end the war with a bomb? The most likely scenario
is that the United States wanted to | imit 1
Having defeated Hitler in the west, Russian was moving east to enter the war in the
Pacific whidh was unacceptable to American Capitalists with their eyes on Asia.
Somet hing needed to be done tawmneeded t he USS
done quickly. The longer it took to bring Japan to her knees, the more influence the
USSR would gain in Asia.
So what would be wrong with that? The Soviet Union, after all, was our ally
was it not? Well, not if you asked those in the White House or in other high
government positions at the time including the then acting Secretary of the Navy,
James Forrestal. Festal had an influence on whether to use the bomb and it is
fairly safe to state, while pondering whether to use the bomb, beingradrwehite
and blue capitalist, Forrestal' s eyes were
As it turns out, the decision tbrop the bomb on Japan accordingéweral
historians cambéecause o0& number of factors including racism and revenge. The
United States fighting men, who according to their own propaganda painted on their
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tanks, fuselages of planes, and helmets, s@amdbklves as the exterminator of
Japaneseraté*and wer e out yelowpekisol lyelansmonkeym y 0
as their weapons would allow. Down grading peoplsuiehumanss a common
technique used to make killing other human beings much é&sidre bomb was
the ultimate pest control and America, the real Orkin Man.
But even racism played second fiddle to the message being sent the Soviet
Union. It was the Soviet Uniothat capitalists such as Forrestal feared the most.
The Allies really had nothing to fear from the beaten island nation of Japan then
adrift in the Pacific without a sail. The real target of the bomb was Russia. By
dropping the bomb on a bunch of yellowonkeys, the message Russia would
recei ve SwaygautotiAsib.Stay fvithin your borders
fiWe, being the United States, have the bomb and here is the proof we are
not afraidtouse it Cl ar k Cl i f ford, specAneticancounci | t
Relationswith the SovietUniod r eporting to Truman put it

The language of military power is the only language which the
disciples of power politics understand. The United States must use
that language in order that Soviet leaders will realibat our
government is determined to uphold the interests of its citizens and
the rights of small nations. Compromise and concessions are
considered, by the Soviets, to be evidence of weakness and they are
encouraged by our fAr etdemmaads.9fle t 0 make ne
maindeterrentto Soviet attack on the United States, or to attack on
areas of the world which are vital to our security, will be the military
power of this country. It must be made apparent to the Soviet
Government that our strength will be sufficient to repel anychktta

and sufficient to defeat the U.S.S.R. decisively if a war should start.
The prospeodf defeat is the only sure means of deterring the Soviet
Union.

The Soviet Unionds vulnerability 1is
area over which its key industries and rraturesources are widely
dispersed, but it is vulnerable to atomic weapons, biological
warfare, and longrange air power. Therefore, in order to maintain
our strength at a level which will be effective in restraining the
Soviet Union, the Unites States nbhe prepared to wage atomic
and biological warfare?6

Dropping the bomb on Japan proved to any doubting onlooker that Clifford
meant exactly what he saideep in mind that Japan surrendered on September 2,
1945,whereas this report by Clifford cametanly a year later. It would be hard
to believe that a trusted ally, if the USSR ever was, should be considered such a
threat merely a year latdndeedthe Soviets were considered the greater threat to
the interests of United States and Christianigntlapan all along.

Before leaving this discussion, we should take a final look at James
Car r ddbuseboWai and how James Forrestal fits into all this. What brought
Forrestal crashing down from thirteen floors up is still debated. Maybe he was
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thrown from the window by some Zionist Commie, not to imply as many Christian

Patriots may claim that Zionism and Communism have anything in common. It is

as likely that he became a victim of his own propaganda. We may never know the
answer,but we know this; Brrestal was always lobbying for larger and larger
defense budget s. Bearingteddll efthe Aveericanpeople bel ow i
as his friend Senator Arthur H. Vandenbdfgy r r ensain ally @anGapitol Hill,

claimed Forrestal had to do to get Wway with the national defense budggt.

Anyway, the question to ponder ishetherFor r est al 0s i ntentii
lobbying for bigger and bigger defense budgets solely based on national security
interests or might there have been another
Forrestal s former job as pr ensReadamdt of Di | |
Company was a company that profited heavily from investing in armaments. Might
there have been something in those defense budgets that may have profited him,
bonds, stocks, kickback$?o not know--but | do know it is not below those in
govenment office to profit by selling war materials and servidast ask Cheney.
Well,no---dondt ask pEdbablgdeny he eeedidd

Returning to my childhood, | had no idea at the age of two from where the
w o r dhe Réssians are coming ¢ a cae remember them chanted wherever |
went and could recite them as well as any nursery rhyme or Christmas Carol. |
cannot remember where | picked this up, from the radio, television, hearsay, or a
dream, but | remember a figure in public office preaclibgut being prepared to
fight the Russian Invaders to the death, house to house, here at home because it was
inevitable that they, the Russians, were coming.

| remember, as a small child, having dreams about battling the reds right in
my backyard using mpaisy air rifle. Hence the Red ArnandfiThe Russians are
comngg was certainly on my mind and a heavy
If | was an example of the American people, clearly someone scared the hell out of
me. | however could not vote bty parents could. | wondered what effect all this
had on my parents® generation. Since my pa
theresults of how much money for defense was appropriated. In terms of military
spending, the two decades followingkM War 11, the Pentagon spent $100 billion
dollars, ten times the federal spending for health, education, and welfare combined.

Six million people worked for businesses linked to the Pentagon and American
universities became increasing dependent on reseakdtedeto the military
industrial complexX!®

To Scare the Hell out of Peopléakes a Preacher

Stirring up people is onthing butscaring the hell out of them requires a minister
capable of yielding fire and brimstone! One such minister was Billy Graham:

The Communist revolution that was born in the heartdarfx and
Engels in the middle of the nineteenth century is not goimgve
up or retreat. No amount of words at the United Nations or peace
conferences in the Far East is going to change the mind of
Communism. It is here to stay. It is a battle to the deaither
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Communism must die, or Christianity must die, becausagtislly
a battle between Christ and at@hrist°
Billy Graham 1954

Graham was not the only one preaching fire and brimstone against the
Communist menace either. The airways were abuzz with fundamental rightwing
preachers, Rex Hubbard, ORbberts, Jimmy Swaggart, Billy Hargis, and Carl
Mcintire to name a few which at the time were all spewing-@othmunist
rhetoric, claiming Communism was Satan inspifBae Bible further establishes
that in todayds wor |l dridgohndzi131;1430,(1601); t he pr i n
(2) the god of this age (2 Cor. 4:4); (3) the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2);
and (4) the prince of a realm of demons (Matthew 9:34; Luke 11:15).

If I accomplish anything in this book, | want to establish tleétfaat
the Communi st revolution didnét just haj
leading and is responsible for its world success.

Satan is indeed the prince of the unbelieving, Christ
denying, amoral, trucéreaking world in which we liveThe
clenchedfist fanatics (Bolsheviks) who are dedicated to bringing
down the United States in order to build an &atd, socialistic
state are followers of the prince of this wottd

Billy James Hargis

Even the pope, Pius Xll, came out in stern opposition ani@unism,
putting into practice a prayer for the conversion of Russia into every Catholic mass
around the world. In 1948, the pope excommunicated every Communist on earth,
something the Pope had not done for either the Nazi regime or Hitler hfiself.
Normally, Vietnam is not considered a religious war in the same sense as the
Crusades but when you figure moves such as these on the part of the church and
variousEvangelical leaders, perhaps the war in Vietham needs reth@sigbh
that the American mility was cast into a war to support a dictatorial Catholic
minority, | find it hard to think of it as anything other than another religious war.
While Vietham lacked major religious denominations fencing off against each other
as we have seen in Ireland fxample, clearly many religious groups and their
leaders saw Vietnam as a battle between god and the antigod. If that is not religious
in nature, | have no idea what else to call it. And that does notcevesiderthose
Buddhist priests who lit themselves on fire or Buddhists who fought on the side of
the Vietcong believing their mission was to liberate Vietnam from Catholic
domination.

And since | have made the point about Christianity favoring fascism over
communism, it may serve the interest of this writing to mention on August 4, 1934,
the Baptist World Alliance chose Berlin as their gathering site. While in fairness
many Baptistsfrom the around the world spoke owgamst the Nazi regime in
Germany, many Bajpsts were captivated by the Nazis. Dr. John W. Bradbury,
delegate,and Boston pastor, after first expressing reservations about visiting
Ger many f o udeldjhtetl with ghe lfofced fimorality of the fasci&¥
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Germanyods policy umnatloewwomdrata sSmoke arlwearrado ul d no
lipstick in public delighted Bradbury. Germany also opposed Communism as did
Baptists the world over. I n fact, Bradbury
burnings.

It was a great relief to be in a country wherd¢esaous sex literature
cannot be sold; where putrid motion pictures and gangster films
cannot be shown. The new Germany has burned great masses of
corrupting books and magazines along with its bonfires of Jewish
and communistic libraries

WatchmanrExaminerXXIl 37 (September 13, 193453

Gi ven St anpdesencdin Geimany sand the fact that John D.
Rockefeller donated billions of doll ars (a8
Baptist church, it follows that the Baptists should be haiBegmany, if for nothing
else, as being a force against Communism which Rockefeller detested. It should
also be noted that no sooner had Benito Mussolini assumed power in Italy than a
deal between the Catholic Church and the state of Italy, known as #rar_&act
of 1929, made the Catholic Church the only recognized church in%faly.
Christopher Hit gbddsnnet Gceaiic urheartt sani nalfl i ance
between Nazi Germany and the Vatican effectively tied the hands of twenty three
million GermanCatholics, many ofvhom personally opposed the Nazi Regime.
fiTheir own Holy Fathe t he pope) 0 Hadinceffee told themrto t e A
render everything unto the worst Caesar in human histtfy

Hitchens also exposes the Catholic Chu
regimes in Spain, Portugal, Croatia, Hungary, Slovakia, and Aulstrilovakia,
the nationdés | eader was even &%Thman of hol
Chur chesd s uspepea outlived toerThirl Rescle and assisted with the
transporting Nazi War criminals, such as K

firat lineoto safe harbors in fascist leaning nations of South Anféfishere many
of these Nazi criminals lived out their final years protected from war crime
prosecution.

A recent s Eaicddylaberrandithe ICathblic &hurch: 1939
1945 revealed that nearly 6,000 people were enslaved by Church administered
institutions such as hospitals, orphanages, and monastery farms during the Nazi era.
Prepared by historian Kadloseph Hummel, the report downplays the churches
responsibility by stating the Church leaders operated under the menacing eye of the
Nazi regime and dyject to hostility if orders from the Nazis were not followdd.
guess the Nazis were more powerful than god himself.

The report further attempts to soften the news by pointing to the 13,000,000
forced into labor by the Nazi regime during the same yesaifspaitting up a lesser
number alongside a greater number makes the lesser number a lesser crime.
NeverthelessHummel does state the Church should have condemned the use of
forced labor but failed to do $&: Clearly, Christianity and the capitalisticest
lined up far more behind Hitler than Stalin. And | really do not care how evil and
cruel Stalin was. Neither Hitler (fascism) nor Stalin (communism) deserved the
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support of Christianity if Christianity is to attempt to claim that the Church stands
for brotherly love and considers human rights important.

Side Note:

The date is December 11, 2021.Fom n recent days
Bible Belt to Sunbelt, PlairFolk, Religion, Grassroots Politics, and the Rise of
Evangelical Conservamd by Da r r andfinditanterestihg how well
his book and mine are merging into much the same thought-rom the 1906
Azosa Street Revival founded by William Seymour came the Pentecostal
revival that quickly developed into the Assemblies of God in914. From
southern California came the likes of Billy Graham and his Hollywood Bowl
Crusade, Bill Bright and his Campus Crusade for Christ, and Demos
Shakari aGospslBlrsiil hessmends Fell twshi p I nternation
out the main fuel poweringthe economic machine o8outhern California was
the military i ndust r i al defengenspending dveich Evangelicals
heartily welcomed. These evangelicals spurred on by defense spending
money arguedfithat a powerful miitary was necessary to protect and advance
democracy, and that big business was the engine
communism 6 (page 187)
It is worth mention at this point, you have just readfour main factors
near and dear to the heart of &ascist, a powerful defense, corporate power,
god, and hatred for communism | could also add personal ownership of
property, sexism,and a distain for labor unions.

The Russians are coming!
Hell, they are alreadyhere

They (communists)have infiltrated every conceivable sphere of

activity, youth groups; radio, television, and motion pictures

industries; church, school 0
John A Stromef{°

Yelled from radios, televisions, and newspaper stands and booklets left in hospitals
and barber lsops across the country was Communists existed under every rock.
According to Eisenhower, Senator Joseph McCarthy claiméetldea list of 215

card carrying Communists employed by none other than the U. S. State
Department3® Eisenhower never believed there were 215 card carrying
Communists in the StatBepartment He was simply responding to what he,
Eisenhower, viewed as propaganda put out by the McCarthy camp.

But that propaganda was just the tip of the icebErgenhower himself
answered to Communist bosses according the
Welch%3! George Marshall was a dedicated agent of the Soviet conspifacy.

Marshall, Welch claims, waed the United States fighting against Germany in

World War Il to take pressure off Stalin then faci@g r ma n y &%In fact, my .

any organization whose mission was to make
better via federally funded education, labmions, unemployment compensation,

social security, FHA, welfare, federal programs such as Soil Bank, were all guided

by the hand of Communists.

46



Many Christians, ultrdundamentalist preachers such as Carl Mcintire and
Billy Hargis,c | i mbed o ndwagoh forlreasons bviaiam will be spoken
about later. Any religious group or affiliation found to be liberal in their teachings,
those that did not believe the Bible should be taken literary or dared speak a Social
Gospel were quickly condemnedhese ultr&undamentalists attacked the
National Council of Churches in 1950 as being Marxist and spreading Communist
propagandd3* Any idea that appeardd call intoquestionprivate ownership and
the profit motive was seen as Communist inspired suckengsloyeeowned
businesses as Hyee grocery stores. Mclintire writes cooperatidestroyprivate
enterprise.This communal ownership Mclntire claims is communism, pure and
simple®3>Labor unions were attacked as interfering with private and free enterprise
by Mcintire. Mcintire preached that the Wagner Labor Act needed to be revised to
protect competition and a free econoriso, according to Mclintire, the Sherman
Anti-Trust Act should have offered protection to corporations against the
monopolistic actives of lady unions?3®

The John Birch Society:
T h e RiBlydptinbfer Political Takeover

The spearhead of the Radical Right movemeriieslohn Birch
Society, the large and monolithic organization of -petfclaimed
patriots operating through some 4,000 semisecret chapters at the
grassroots levels in communities from coast to coast and boasting
some 75,000 to 85,000 members spread througinerty state of

the union. %37

For the record we are talking the fifties and sixtiéghile the John Birch Society
(JBS) is currently thought of as ancient history it remains a force to be reckoned
with. Furthermore, many of the original membersssitefunding rightwing causes
such as Coors, the Koétamily, the Bradley Foundation, and the Pew Foundation.
The John Birch Society (JBS) was founded in 1958 by Rallelth?32 a
former board ofdirector member of the National Association of Manufaetu
(NAM) beginning in 1950*°We | ch served three years as N.
president and two years as the chair man
Committee?*°
Worth mentiomg is the fact that numerousgh-level members of NAM
also sat on the origah Council of the JBS. Of these were John T. Brown, vice
president of Falk Corp and former president of the J.l. Castoagtimemember
on the board of directors of NAM; Wm J. Grede, chairman of the board at Grede
Foundries, former president and chairntdn). I. Case and NAM as well as the
former president of the National Council of the YMCA; N. Floyd McGowin: former
president of W. T. Smith Lumber Co. and NAM, former president of the National
Lumber Manufacturing Association, as well as the regional piesident of NAM;
Wm B. McMillan, former president of Hussman Refrigerator Co, on the board of
directors of U.S.Gypsum Co, A.P.Greeafractories Studebaker Corp, Pet
Incorporated, Mercantile Trust Co, and the American Investment Co. He also
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served ashie regional vice president of NAM and president of the St Louis Boy
Scouts; and J. Nelson Shepherd, former President of the Mi@ash Company
and board member of NANI!

Side Note:

At the time of my writing this book, it was obvious to me that the rise of
Evangelical Fundamentalismwas given a huge boodty the formation of the
John Birch Society. Sincethen, Jeff Sharlet has published the bookfiThe
Family, The Secret Fundamentalism at theéeart of American Poweb which
does not take away from my premise but does add some interesting facts
unbeknown to me. The Familyan evangelical secof which the bookswrite,
was founded by an antilabor evangelical named Abraham Vereide (pg 8). At
the suggestion of a former military officer, Major Douglass Vereide set out
to bring the gospel to the nationébés elite
surrounded by businessmen wosemi s s i 0 nto take baskafisst th@ city,
then the state, angeerhaps the nation from the grip of godless organized labor
(Pg 111)0

In 1942 a group of businessmen and congressmeavas invited by
Vereide to his weekly Prayer breakfast at the Hotel Willard in Washington
DC. The speaker that day was Howard Coonley, ththen president of the
National Association ofManufactures (NAM) of which Robert Welch would
later obtain board member status.(pg 138)

While overtime the JBS became often an object of satire, even excluded
from the definition of conservative by whategan as a faithful allegiance by
conservatives such William Bucklé$% 1 mention a few of these original founding
members as they were not just simply saeenecks gun touting, brainwashed,
keg beer fly no minds protesting in the stre@tsesewere powerful, influential
CEOs of major corporations with considerable means at their disposal and they
were willing to use it to suit their will. This redneck, hillbilly designation of John
Birch Members came from propaganda created by once closelyiassdoc
conservatives wishing to distant themselves from the JBS conspiracy rhiedoric
has recently resurfaced with conspiracy weaving celebrities such as Glen Beck

| n any The BleerBook of fine John Birch Sociely has become
new rigbhtbdbgiaansd rightaos bl ue Tphrei nJtB Sfoosr
mission; to reverse the advances made by liberals, labor unions, cooperatives,
governmental regulation, socialism, welfare, and anything else that stood in the way
of laissezfaire capitalsm, private enterprise, and property righitseinfluence of
the JBS on later forming conservative groups has been noted and documented by

(pgll

t

a

Martin Durham al so wh o writes t hat even

c 0 ns er watemwatos of the JBS, ehwritings of the JBS have been
adsorbed by the conservative riNphet and
Dare_Call It Conspiracy by Gary Al | en t hat sol d
influencing numerous conservatives and evangelicals and those who claém to
both 943

Wel ch understood the power of the
favorite media form. Welch warned of the use of television and radio as resulting

he

K

a
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ov e

pen.

i n not hi nglancimgrblewst hann tfhe battl e to reestahb
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Once airedat a great cost, television and radio ads are gone, Welch wrote, unlike
a great book that can be passed from hand to hand, read again and again, and lasts
for years to comé&!*As such, Welch instructedi s di sci ples to fill d
barber shopsdentist offices, and other waiting rooms where people congregate
with conservati ve arAmdricah ©mniors uThdiDams t he JB
SmootRepodi, and ironically, since |like a snake
JBS, Wi | | i am Natiooadk Regigwd Ghis Welam stdates should be
fiexpanded as rapidly as it could be done without too much w#gte
Although Welch warned against the cost of radio and television as a
propaganda medium, he goes on to state that conservative radio progaams
attract large followings should be supportéde program¥Velch mentioned in the
Blue Bookincluded Dean Manion, Billy James Hargis, Carl McintiteClarence
Manion, and Felton Lewi¥’ The JBS should help raismoney whenever
necessary to keepdbe programs on the air and expand their influence, Welch
suggests, by getting those programs on more statidisey, JBS members,
should seek to get as many commercial sponsorships for those broadcasts as
p o s s tolmbhke theéisponsorship a paying prsjiion so that they (the stations)
would not ever think of dropping the prograf®’
Where | feel the JBS made its greatest lasting effect however was in the
realm of religion and various other conservative think tanks that owe their
beginnings and sucse to the money and tactics of former members of the JBS.
Welch addresses the issue of religion in which he claims that fully one third of the
Protestant Churches in America (being mainline churches attached to the National
Council of Churches for examplgjive little more than lip service to Divine
teachings, watering down the fSocidlh of t he
Gospeb as an advocacy of the welfare state,
Theol ogy as r epagnatcioppgrtuismewitit hedonistictaimséh
For religion to be an effective tool in stopping the spread of Communism or as
We | ¢ h p ucorsof stréngth for all that wghe JBS)might to da’* religion
must be based on a bedrock of f&fthMan must believe in the Divine, a creator
who created man wi t h %®&dVeldhestressdsahatenammiuste d 0 p u r |
be instructed not to steal, to honor property rights, to not murder or harm his fellow
man, to be industriousness, and accept redpibtysfor his trespasse¥’For all
this Welch claims, the fundamentalists, whether Protestant, Catholic, or Jew, are
fithe moral salt of the eartt®> Theresult:

Bet ween 1960 and 1964, t he
Crusade grew from $58,00 t o 98, 6 00 and Mclntireods
Beacon from $20,000 to $66,500. While 1
(Billy Hargis) income floated along at $800,000 over this period,

Mcl ntireds donations rose $635, 000 in 1
1964.TheJBS (John Birctsociety) went from $60,000 in 1960 to

$3,200, 000. Mclntireds radio ministry wt
to 540 in 1964 along withifeline( HL Hunt 6 s propaganda mact
out of Dallas Texas) which was carried in 42 states over 300

stations”®®

Ssubscriptiot
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fiWe are &st coming to a point, Gentlem®en We | ¢ hwhvarid evse @ive got t o
something that people are willing to die &t to which | must ask throughout
hi story what greater cause than religion he
surely knew thatrswer.
The rise of Christian Fundamentalism is also mentioned by Lowell Streiker
i n Kosgel Time Bomb . Str ei kelwhatdhé rafersnte adiltia-a t
fundamentalismrosei n t he f i fti es tltovascfarlyjneasytfor c o mmuni s
Bible beltevangelists to regard the godless Marxists as pawns of GataBt r ei ker
wr it es an@odtearingChristaruAmericdéi as t he chosen instr
Godds pPBAgpddemring Christian America was exactly whiag¢ imembers
of the John Birch Society wanted ¢toeate andpoured millions of dollars into
fundamentalist collection plates across the nation to help make that a reality.
Given Welshds suggestion that fundament
receive the soport of the wealthy members of the JBS, it follows that a dramatic
increase in fundamentalist and evangelical religious sects beginning in the late
1950s should be seen if any credit is to be given to the JBS. As a child, | did not
much care at the timeébaut who was being featured on radio or television. Had |
then, | may have noticed the inconsistency in religious programming that existed at
that time or even today for that matter. Nearly every religious program was
nondenominationakvangelicalor fundamental in nature whereaghe majority
of people at the time attended mainline denominational churches; Catholic,
Lutheran, Methodist and liberal Baptist.
How many people attended the mainline churches however was about to
changeLowell D. Streiker pints out that following the Scopes Money Trial, the
type of Christianity that was dominating the media in the fifties, existed in the early
thirties as little more than radical protest to ideas such as evolution or what was
known 8&axial Géspel By the 1970s, however, one fifth of the American
population, approximately 30,000,000 people would call themselves evangelical
Christians?>®
This conversion of the American sector from mainline denominational
churches to nondenominational evangelismfandamentalist churches, assuming
the monies from the JBS and/or those of a close mindset had any effect on the
overall American religious psyche, would not be complete if the money flowing
into the mainline churches remained the same. But it did not.|éading the
charge to cut the funds to mainline churches were again members or money
recipients of the JBS. | could nfimd Welch in hisBlue Bookcome right out and
say to stop funding mainline churches. He left that to his supporters and those the
JBS sipported to surmise.
Cutting off supply lines can be just as important to winning a war as the
grunts fighting and no one would know that better than a retired gelmef&l65
Former Major Gen Edwin Walker in a speech to the Hargis Christian Crusade
Convention in Los Anglesrged the audience to stop putting money in church
collection baskets on Sundays and instead send it to the Christian Cfi&zaled
Sheehan, a devoted John Bircher, while distributing leaitetShicago urged
people to stop placing money in the offegrinaskets of churches connected with
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the Chicago Archdiocese or the Church Federation of Greater CHRtago.
Further more, a bookACsmpilationofRublt Be&ordsofok st or e:
658 Clergymen and Laymen Connected With the National Council of e
by Myers G. Lowman allegedly exposed Church groups and clergymen of other
religions who were mixed up in Communist activitiesKeep in mind that
supporting labor unions or government regulations were all seen as Communist
activities by the rightT he message bei ng Domisappatd i n s ho
these groups as to do so is to support Communiém

The best example | found of calling for cutting off funds to any Church
groups deemed as | iSbcarGospdl orc o me e admiomg Ctah ¢
Mcl nt i r e 6 Capgabsmmraithe Bille 0 Bl asting a Princeton
paper c &tuimenidal Sotiat Ethits beyond Socialism and Capitalim
Mcintire claims groups, in this case the Christian Peace Conference of
Czechoslovakia (€ommunist organization according to Mcintire), come over to
America only to learn Antcapitalist sentiment from, as Mclintire puts it, seminaries
funded with capital from capit@umb,st 6s pock
blind, foolish capitalist8 eglacing their money in collection plates of ecumenical
bodies that believe capitalism should be a thing of the past. Rather than place money
in theseec ume ni c al bodiesdé6 collection plates, I
states, so thte devil doesndot get i

one thing is we ought not to usé€ntoney)o support Church bodies
(the National Council of Churches for examplleat are working
against the systefcapitalism)that gave it to us. God Ble%%.

With money supplied f{ mmistryiwemntdromloBeStatioMc | nt i r e C
in 1958 to 540 in 1964. That translates into 10 stations for every state in the union
and wielded a considerable unchallenged influence.

Exactly how much influence the JBS had on the funds received by mainline
churches isoknown. | do knowthis; howeverfundamentalist groups such as Jerry
Fal well 6ds Thomas Road Chuirrapitdly iggpsatngded r api
a large sum of money had suddesotymetheir way) during the 19608* This
includes conservative Christian groups such as the Christian Coalition, the Family
Research Council, and Focus on the Family. Fundamental and Evangelical religious
broadcasts dominated radio and television all through the 60s, 70s, and 80s and for
that matter, still doesAt the same time, mainline Protestant churches felt the
pressure from declining financial support and had to scale back their operations
from their national Washington officé%

Religion after the formation of the JBS was cleanytriansformation. A
2008 survey examining religious affiliations conducted by the Pew Foundation,
assuming surveys by the Pew Foundation can be believed, bares out this
transformation. The largest changes over the yaa@rding tahe Pew Foundation
haveoccurred in those people who claim no religious affiliation. This by no means,
indicates Pew, points out that Americans are putting aside religion as important to
their lives. While 16.1% of the people identify themselves as not affiliated with any
religioussect, 5.8% of thoselaim religion is somewhat to very important in their
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lives°¢¢ The otherbig winner is nondenominational Protestants whose numbers
have tripled over the years. The largest losers just happen to be the mainline
denominational chur@s, Lutherans, Methodists. The greatlser was the
Catholic ChurcK¢’

Side Note:

The members of what has become known as the Family attempt to avoid not
only titles such as religi onistidedn amignati ons but
19) Religion, the current president of the Family, Doug Coe, states distracts
people from Jesus (pg 29)iWe gotta take Jesus out of t he
wrappi ngo .(B8@ Thi$nmnetns that simply because someone does
not identify himself with any religious sect, or even as a Christian, makes that
person a skeptic, an agnostic, or atheist. Indeed, that person may belong to
one of the most dangerous religiousmovementsin America today.
ReferenceégdFamivombyi Jef f Scarl ett

You might ask why a fendation based largely on oil and shipping revenue
might be interested in what the religious trends of the day are. It turns out, J.
Howard Pew, a Bircher himself and member of NAM, was a bit ahead of the JBS
in supporting Rightwing Christianity. In 195@fter failing in an attempting to
move the National Council of Churches to the right, Pew with a grant of $50,000
created the Christian Freedom Foundation (
was further supported with nPedwdsl amon e yP etwd s
goal was to elect Christian conservatives to Congress in the hopes of making
America a Christian Republic. By the 1960606
Christian Economics, at no charge to clergy across the United %fates.
| see no reason to challenge the Pew Foundation restittsiafndingsin
fact support mytheory. | believe America is deed turning right both politically
and religiously. | do have considerable reason to be skeptical of any article
published by the Petoundation as J. Howard Pew served on the editorial advisory
committeeo f Am@rican Opinion, 0 t diaémagafirieiof John Birch Sociéty.
That should send up a red flag to anyone seeking reliable information given the
wild conspiracy tales known to¥sbeen spun by the JBS. Am | saying information
put out by the John Birch Society is not reliable? Let me answer by saying their
version of history and recorded history can often be found to be at odds. As such,
anyatrticle published by the Pew Foundatigiven the preceding, should be subject
to scrutiny.
So why might the Pew Foundation wish to fabricate this information? The
mo s t obvious answer thé diché thaiiilg Americ,dhe 6 ve hear
majority rules ohatTlichéas we shall sees oneof the delusions most Americans
mournfully accept as true. A politician may get to office carrymgst ofthe vote
but that does not mean that politician wil
less, the perception that any givpalitical visionr e pr esent s the major
important enough that a group which represents only a small minority might choose
toadd to its image byallingi t sel f s oTfheMdri anlg M4 jkeer ifit y . 0O
To give the appearance of being larger thani®aa old frequently utilized
propaganda technique. Grizzly bears are known to place scratches as high on a tree
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trunkashecanposi bl'y reach t o damtlusbig.dfgouare ot her
not this big, stay out of my areéhes pot s on some butterfl yods

predator a eyes which makes the buttgrélieem to be much larger and threatening
than itis. Theappearace of size is important- all the way down to the level of
insects. Why should people see size differently?

The second and most obvious reason is money. After pouring millions, as
already mentioned and as we shall see later, into the Religious Raghhars of
the John Birch Society (Pew) might want to know if their investment (not donation
as a donor expects no return on his money) paidftfcan be shown that money

b
v

canlead religionoffinsompo | i ti cal directi onosewhat serves

expect a return) interest is something
return?o0o you might ask. AWhat kind of
for?o6 | 61 | ingngdectian@n hovia Ghtistiahity supports fascism

New
ret |

While about the] B S , |l 6d | i ke to add a few surpr

list of the JBS membership. One is Tim LaHaye. Tim was cofounder of the Council
for National Policy and a member of the Moral Majority Board of Direct6rin

fact, LaHaye was listed ithe February 7, 2005 issue of Time Magazine as one of
the 25 most influential evangelicals in Amerf¢aHis greatest contribution to the
Evangel i cal Leat8ehinde ANoweboftheiEarth'§iLastDay whi c h
had eleven sequels, a series 8wt more than 42 million copies not counting the
spinoffs like kids' books, CDs, and greeting cattislerry Falwell claimed that
LaHaylefdBehinid sequel had a greater i mpact
times than any other book outside the Bisfd.aHaye places the membership of

the JBS squarely within the evangelical camp of Christian soldiers; and not just on
their sidelines either- but as one of its top generals.

R. John Rushdoony is another former member of the’JB8ishdoony is
the aubor of many books and writings and considered the point man in the
Reconstructionist movement. Reconstructionists believe that Old Testament Law,
Mosaic Law, should be carried out to the letter. Homosexuality, for example,
should be a capital crime as shibbeing a rebellious son. To make matter worse,
according to Reconstructionists, Jesus will return only after Old Testament Law has
been enforced on earth feome time’®

Rushdoony has been credited with being the father of home schdbling
with the ntended purpose of furthering his return to Biblical Law philosophy. To
achieve that goal, Rushdoony believed a school system outside of government
control was required. No government, no regulation. Home Schools would not have
to follow mandates set up liye courts or government. For example, Creation could
be taught without church state issues being brought against them. Home schools,
unlike Public Schools, are privately owned and privately owned schools as well as
religious based schools do not havectmformtoo many of laws that apply to
public schools.

For Rushdoony home schooling was seen as a run around the end. If the
idea was to return the government to Mosaic Law, given the ferocity of those laws,
the fear of god would have to weigh heavily@an per sondés mi nd. | f
create people, rather people evolved, people might begin to question what else
about the Bible should fall into question? Mosaic Law would likely be one of the
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first items on that list-- and in fact, the ruling is already. People rejected Mosaic
Law centuries ago and to return to them now would be like backingcoff.a

R. J. Rushdoony also founded the Chalcedon Institute which was largely
funded by Howard Ahmanson Jr, heir to the Home Savings and Loan féftune.
Ahmanson, like LaHaye, was listed in Time Magazine as one of the 25 most
influential evangelicals in Americd® It needs mentioned that at this time any
direa affiliation with the JBS by Amanson is unknown. Worth mentiag
however, the membership of JB&s to remain Y design clandestine. Even if
Ahmanson was not a JBS member, he edbieside and supported those who were.

|l could go on and on exposing the tentac
to leave that up to interested readers. My point, whicbpe | clearly made, is
without the members of the JBS much of the conservative movement we are
experiencing today would not exist. Martin Durham has said it better than | could
have wished to,

The John Birch Society is the most important exampleeafdical

right, and the influence of some of its ideas is a good measure of the

extent to which the Christian Right, in particular, can be said to

have adopted a radical right frame wor ki
complicated still further by the partiaeéhabilitation of the Society

after the events of the 1960s, in which it both forged links with the

New Right and, though a rigiting coordinating group, the

Council for National Policy, can be found alongside Christian

rightists and otheprominent conservative’s?

I should menti on, guotes such as Martin Dl
thinking on the John Birch Society. | had formed my opinions about the John Birch
Society well back in the ei ledin2000, | ong be

was ever in print. It is somewhat comforting however to realize that | am not alone
in my thoughts.
The Tainted Color of Communism:
Not Red, instead more like Pink

Communism, as it was portrayed, was gobbling up the nations of the world, one by
one, all orchestrated, as the public was led to believe, by a cunning fiendish,
demonist Kremlin intent on world domination. Propaganda had it that a Communist
pandemic orchésated by the Kremlin was set loose to infect and enslave the free
world.

From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain
has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the
capitals of the ancient states of Central akdstern Europe.
Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest
and Sofia; all these famous cities and the populations around them
lie in what | must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject, in one
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form or another, not only to Sovietliménce but to a very high and
in some cases increasing measure of control from Mos€éw.
Winston Churchill, March 5, 1946

In Asia, the Communists were gobbling up one country after another. As a
result of Japano6s s Koreaeasdlieided dlong th®®B ust of
parallel into two occupatioronesone controlled by the United States and the other
by the USSR. This division was meant to be only temporary until the USA, UK,

USSR, and China could derive a workable truste€$hiphis trusteeship was

presumably further frustrated when in 1949 China fell to the CommuRestisaps

egged on by the success of the Communists in China, North Korea launched a

massive invasion of South Korea on June PIK0, forcing the first collective

action of the United Nations Command (UN@Yar ensuedthe south defended

mainly by the US against the Chinese fnPeop
agreement was reached between the military commanders of the North Korean

People's Army, the Chinese PésIs Volunteers, and the UNC. Neither the USA

nor South Koreavere participants in the final armistice. A peace agreement has

never replaced the 1953 armisti€e.

In Southeast Asia, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam were all
portrayed as beingongh Communi st 6s chopping block. 1In
Indochina, particularly Vietham. The Communists under Ho Chi Minh had
captured the city of Hanoi as early as September ¥4%.ePotsdam Confeence
however listed Nationalist China, not Communis Chi n a, as North Vie
liberator from the Japanese and as many as 200,000 looting, ravenous, and diseased
Chinese poured into Hanoi that same molHth.sidestepping a conflict with China,
attempted to placate the Chinese by dissolving his Commuarigttp appease Lu
Han, Chi nadés c oThengenedai imtgrn vgoeld adloaacdalition
government of VietNam Quoi Dan Dang (VNQDD), a militantly anfrrench
Vietnamese group created by Chiang Kah e k 6 s Chinese Nati onal
Vietminh member§2*Chiang Kaishek however had other plans. He was prepared
to allow the return of the French if the French were willing to give up their old
concessions in Shanghai and other Chinese porfgbruary of 1946 the deal was
finalized’®®> and by March, 25@0 French troops were allowed to retffh.

The return of the French pleased everyone but the radical Vietminh. Even
Ho preferred the French to the Chinese. Countering charges by his critics that he
was siding with the enemy, Ho made the statement thaelieved the returned of
the French was better than a Chinese occup
weak and their days in Asia numbered. If allowed to remain, Ho felt the Chinese
woul d be i n VAs®tmda nHof oskpeafgretr aniffFf@nch shit
for five years than eat Chinese shit for the rest of my e

But in the years to come skirmishes broke out between the French and
Vietminh resulting in alout war and the loss of 90,000 French troops, killed,
wounded, or missing in act by 195228 Eisenhower and Secretary of State Dulles
saw the French as vital to containing the Communist expansion throughout
Indochina and by 1954 threw $2.5 billion dollars toward the French mifitaall
that monetary support would prove to berforavail. On May %, 1954, the French
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garrison at Dienbienphu félf® Shortly thereafter North Vietnam fell to the
Communists.

I, of course, knew nothing of the recent history of Vietham, the country that
in the years to come would challenge all | Heskn taught and felt confident
believing. Vietham, in the fifties was to me nothing but a passing word thrown out
from the evening news or radif.ssuming | even knew how to spell the word
AVietnamo to point it out onactdthoughp woul d h
or thought | knew, that spot on the map was French Indochina. At any rate, even
after arriving in Vietham, given the propaganda | was exposed to, | believed North
Vietnam was largely merely a puppet of Communisin@hiro say the least, whe
| came to Vietnam, | was very naive. The fact is Ho Chi Minh, a Vietnamese
Communist, was battling the status quo in Vietham years before China went
Communistic. Besides, Ho did not like taste of Chinese-shilationalistic or
Communistic.

Cuba, howeer, was different. Cuba was in terms of the world almost home
and fell to communism under Castro in 1959. Cuba represented the first truly
Communist government in the Western Hemisphere and in the minds of those
around meoffered the Communistssdeppirgstoneto Central American countries
such as Guatemala and Honduras. Mexico was portraggatopagandas a fuse
to the US with the match to light it in the hands of the Kremlin.

| really had no idea exactly what any of this meant. As previaiated|

did not have the slightest i dea what comm
meant nothing to me other th#é was something no one, | knew, wanted. Why?
-l wasnoO6t sure. It had to do with basic hu

of free speech, press, religion, to assembly, to protest, all of which vee;¢hted
free worl d, wdaauldthé Goinndunistsenin dButlthat ss all | knew.
| would not have been able to describe the basic political theor@srohunism,
nor did | know anyone who could, other than perhaps my history teacher, if he even
could. It mattered little whatHenew. | f he coul d descri be Commun
sharing his knowledge with any of his students.

Of course, | thought | knew that all these alleged advances on the part of the
Communists were instigated and directed by the Kremlin as some Russian plot to
seize ontrol of the world T @amsunist Conspiracy €oryo0 was shoved at m
like some spootfied toddler. | gobbled it up. As it turned out what | was largely
ingesting was nothing but empty intellectu
neither indorsed byhe Soviet Union nor did the Soviet Union so much as send an
observer to ai%DadoAthesoe, the deyelopereofithie scecalled

ADomino Theoryo naively saw Ho Chi Mi nh as
fact, Ho, like the Marshal Tito of Yugtavia, was far more concerned about
Vietnamds I ndependence from France and Chi

global communisni??

As to the supposed American view that
Southeast Asian puppet, the Soviets proposed thatNmth and South Vietham
should be recognized as independent states. Both states, the USSR suggested,
should be given representation at the United Natibmgas the good old USA that
rebuffed t he SloevUnited Siates, oakigpgneoe teeperve and
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spread capitalisrworldwide was unwilling to recognize a Communist nation in
Southeast Asia. As Stanley Karnow put it, this rebuff from the USA turned out to
b e Gaevdus Mistakel*
As for Cuba, the Soviets, in 1959, had noideaioavs t r o6 s Cuba r el at
them. According to Sergei Nikitich Khrushchev (assuming he can be believed), son
of the Soviet Pr enNeitherthdNCoknmuniat Pdth Ceatimlh ¢ h e v i

Commi tteeds I nternational De p aelligemee nt , KGB |
had any idea who Castro was or wheg was fjhting for. %* When Nikita asked
Cubadés Communists who Castro was, the Comm

Ca st r arepresentative of the haute bourgeoisie and working for the @A
Furthernore, the Soviet embassy in Cuba had been closed sincé*£952.

Contrary to what was being preached by our political leaders about the
Communi st és desire for world domination, t
plan to enslave the world nor was it the instigator in the numerous Communistic
uprising around the globéccording to Edward R. Stettinius (AKA Melvyn P
Leffler) Professor of American History at the University of Virginia, the Soviet
Leaders after World War Il were not concerned with worldwide revolution, rather
they were concerned with protecting their ovaumtry and preserving their rule.

The Soviets had no preconceived master plan of worldwide revolution nor did they
have any plans on making Eastern Europe, China, or Korea Communist nations.
While it may be true Soviet clients, pursuing their own interedits drag the
Kremlin into severalinvolvements, these over all were involvements the Kremlin
did not want®’
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CHAPTER THREE
The Military Prior to Vietham

My Military ExperienceBegins

To keep myself as honest as possible when discussing my military service | shall
offer my letters home, support via Marine Corps records, and chronological events
as recorded in history while | was in Vietnam. | shall begin with my letters. Reading
over myletters, the first thing that comes to my mind is how juvenile they are. If
even | can get by my own spelling, about all | really seem concerned with is old
friends (high school buddies), music, and cars, all childhood things. But then, I, like
most veteans, was barely a man, a mucus covered butterfly emerging from its
chrysalis, about to take flighitsoon- but not yet. My wings were still wet and my
exterior still elastic, yet enough of a man that | wanted everyone to see what a man
| was. Hence, | hadiings to unfold before all would know | was a butterfly, come

of age. Remorsefully, for too many young men, those wings are supplied by the
military. You enter boot camp in civilian clothing, a griulsommonly referred to

by a drill instructor as a maggajo through a pupil phase (boot camp itself), then
--- Wahoo! You emerge fully attired, in your entire splendor, in your neatly pressed
full dress uniform, an adult butterfly ready to take flight.

Well --- anyway, that is what young men are led to believe. But under that
exterior, if you really look into the eyes of those in their later teens or early twenties,
there is still this child, indestructible, naive, agile; yearning for childhood rewards;
recognition, praise, love, belonging, adventure, all of which are skillfully
manipulated by the powers that be (in this case the military) to serve their ends.
Being elastic and fashioning themselves as indestructible is perhaps why nations of
the world cloose mostly boys when they requiheir soldiers to die like men.

My first real awakening that military service may be in my immediate future
came in the summer of 1964. By law | was required to sign up with the selective
service board which meatitatso on | mi ght be drafted. ADraf
out | ike Alncarcerated. o It wasnét the mi/l
| would be forced into a branch of service not of my choosing that bothered me. A
couple of my older friends felt tremme and joined the National Guard to avoid the
draft. Somehow however the National Guard did not fulfill my idea of service to
my country as the National Guard wseen in the 60s as a way around military
service So,to avoid the draft | joined the Nawcould after ali choose the Navy.

It neveroccurred to me that in either event | was being forced into military service
regardless of which branch of the military | chose. Given what | know today and
the chance to do it all over again, | suspect theame would be quite défent.

My first letter home begins with mipril 3, 1966 letter from Milwaukee
written prior to my joining the Navy. A few important items may be pulled from
this letter. One has already been mentioned, | did not want to be drafted. The
infantry did not sound interesting to me for a couple reasons: Calhidesn but
assaulting machine gun nests did not sound like something | wished to do. | was
interested in higher learning even at this point in my life. One of my main reasons
for joining the service was the Gl Bill. My parents surely did not havengrans to
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put me through college and | accepted that if | was going to make college, | would

have to do it on my own. | saw the GI Bill as my only alternative. | already knew

how to shoot a gun. | wanted to experience and learn more than just cleaning

weapons andylling a trigger. The Navy promised me all kinds of career training

opportunities basically free. If | could learn a trade, | reasoned, that could also help

me through <coll ege.
never take my eyes fotollege from this point on in spite the all the pain and
challenges college would inflict on me after the war.

Col

ege

was

t o

become

Another issue exposed in this letter is the hernia | developed, no doubt,
working on that farm outside Buffalo. Not only was my employeexuioiter of
child labor,but he was alsa slave driverAlthough he had bail elevators to lift
bails into his haylofts, he thought the elevators were too slow and too much bother
to set up. He wanted us to throw the bails up into the loft using pitchforkave
time. It was in the process of lifting thesighty-poundbalesat the end of
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pitchforks that | first developed a dull pain in my right groin area later diagnosed

as a hernia. | feared being rejected, like Dad, during my military physicaidyut t

took me. By the time | left boot camp, this hernia grew to the size of a softball and
would speak strongly about my determination for staying in the Navy. | could have
gone home at any time with a medical discharge had | wished to avoid my military
obligation. To do that however meant no Gl Bill.

BOOTCAMP
Racein my Face A Black Superior

May 2, 1966is my first letter home from the Navy, and already | am making

reference to that hernia. What else might be picked up in this letter and the letters
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